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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report summarises the clustering activities conducted under Task 7.3 of MULTISOURCE, aimed at 
enhancing strategic collaboration, visibility, and impact across the european Nature-based Solutions 
(NbS) landscape. Over its four-year duration, MULTISOURCE actively engaged with more than 30 projects 
and over 50 connections, including platforms, networks, WE WG on NbS members and some Living Lab. 
Key achievements included participation and co-organisation of high-profile events, extensive 
collaboration with sister project NICE, contributions to platforms like NetworkNature and 
NetworkNature+, and targeted synergies with other relevant initiatives. These efforts have significantly 
strengthened MULTISOURCE’s position within the European innovation ecosystem, reinforcing its long-
term legacy and amplifying the uptake of its NbS solutions. 

This deliverable builds upon the foundation established in Deliverable D7.4 (Interim Clustering Report, 
Month 28) and Milestone M7.3 (WPE Event Report, Month 24), expanding the project engagement. 
Deliverable D7.6 documents MULTISOURCE’s approach to stakeholder engagement, collaboration, and 
dissemination in the full project duration (Months 1–48), and specifically highlights: 

 Participation in and co-organisation of Water Projects Europe (WPE) events; 

 Collaboration within the Splashdown webinar series; 

 Joint actions with the sister project NICE; 

 Cross-promotion and joint communication with NetworkNature+; 

 Engagement in international platforms such as the International Water Association (IWA) and the 
IWA Specialist Group on Wetland Systems for Water Pollution Control; 

 Engagement with the Water Europe Working Group on NbS; 

 Synergies with other relevant international initiatives, such as the United Nations (UN) Water 
Conference and the Conference of the Parties (COP); 

 Synergies with other networks through the International Advisory Board (IAB); 

 Development and dissemination of targeted policy materials. 

 

These actions have significantly enhanced the MULTISOURCE project by increasing the visibility of its 
results and facilitating knowledge exchange with the wider NbS community. The clustering activities have 
not only advanced NbS knowledge but also taken concrete steps to support the market readiness of 
solutions, contributing to the wider goal of fostering Water-Smart Cities through NbS. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This deliverable presents a comprehensive overview of the clustering activities carried out under the 
MULTISOURCE project. It outlines the project's strategic efforts in collaboration, engagement, and 
knowledge transfer to build bridges with other EU-funded initiatives, foster knowledge exchange, and 
promote the uptake of Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for urban water management. In this context, Work 
Package 7 (Communication, Clustering, and Dissemination) has been central to the collaborative 
strategy, supporting joint efforts across policy, scientific, and communication dimensions. Building on 
earlier efforts reported in Deliverable D7.4 (Clustering Activities Interim Report), which documented the 
activities carried out during the first half of the project up to Month 28, and on Milestone M7.3 (WPE 
event), which provided the events report at Month 24.  This report showcases how clustering has 
contributed to foster knowledge sharing and enhance the visibility, relevance, and long-term positioning 
of the MULTISOURCE’s outcomes.  

Funded under the Horizon 2020 SC5-27-2020 call, MULTISOURCE has focused on demonstrating the 
viability and benefits of Enhanced Natural Treatment Solutions (ENTS) through seven pilot sites across 
Europe, each addressing different types of urban waters. These demonstrations have illustrated how NbS 
can support local water reuse, reduce the release of insufficiently treated water, and contribute to a more 
circular, resilient, and sustainable model of urban water governance. Through a targeted clustering 
approach, MULTISOURCE has actively aligned with other EU-funded projects—particularly its sister 
project NICE funded under the same call—fostering mutual learning, shared communication efforts, and 
the development of a common narrative around NbS.  

About this report 

This deliverable offers a comprehensive overview of the clustering and stakeholder engagement activities 
carried out under Task 7.3 of the MULTISOURCE project. These activities were designed to create 
strategic synergies, align project efforts with other EU-funded initiatives, and contribute to a stronger, 
more coherent European framework for NbS and ENTS in urban water management. 

The first section focuses on clustering activities, which have laid the foundation for MULTISOURCE’s 
strategic engagement within the broader European innovation ecosystem. Since the early stages of the 
project, these efforts have played a key role in enabling knowledge exchange, mutual learning, and 
alignment with other EU-funded initiatives advancing NbS knowledge. Through its participation in Water 
Projects Europe (WPE) events, MULTISOURCE has contributed to shaping a shared space of collaboration 
around NbS for urban water management.  

The second section illustrates the synergies developed through the Splashdown Series, a key component 
of MULTISOURCE’s clustering and outreach efforts. Framed within the project’s broader dissemination 
and stakeholder engagement strategy, the series was designed as a set of targeted online sessions, each 
focused on a thematic area aligned with MULTISOURCE’s objectives. Its format created a space for 
structured knowledge exchange and cross-project dialogue around Nature-based Solutions for Water 
Treatment (NbSWT). 

The final section broadens the perspective by showcasing the synergies established with other projects 
and strategic initiatives. MULTISOURCE has actively engaged with its sister project NICE and contributed 
to joint activities through participation in the International Water Association (IWA) Specialist Group on 
Wetlands for Water Pollution Control, as well as events organised by the Water Europe (WE) WG on NbS. 
The project has also supported cross-promotion and joint communication with the NetworkNature+ (NN) 
platform. In addition, MULTISOURCE has been present in key international arenas, including the United 
Nations (UN) Water Conference and the Conference of the Parties (COP). Further synergies have been 
developed through the International Advisory Board (IAB) and reinforced by the production and 
dissemination of targeted policy materials.  
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2.0 MULTISOURCE at Water Projects Europe 
Clustering has been central to MULTISOURCE’s strategy to increase its impact and embed NbS within 
wider innovation ecosystems. These initiatives have boosted the project’s visibility and fostered synergies 
that improved both the dissemination and uptake of its outcomes. They have also provided a valuable 
platform for engaging new audiences, forging strategic partnerships, and reinforcing the role of NbS in 
shaping sustainable urban water solutions. 

Over the course of the project, MULTISOURCE organised three key WPE events. The first two, held in 
2022, laid the foundation for engagement with other NbS initiatives and promoted mutual learning and 
thematic exchange. The third WPE was co-organised within the Splashdown Series—an initiative 
managed by the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) – Local Governments for 
Sustainability - and further detailed in Section 3.0. These events exemplify MULTISOURCE’s strong 
commitment to cross-organisational cooperation and inclusive dialogue, reinforcing its legacy as a 
facilitator of change within the NbS community. The outcomes of these events are described in the 
sections below. 

 

2.1 WPE on Water Security 
On the 2nd of June 2022 MULTISOURCE organised in Brussels a WPE on “Natural Based Solutions for water 
security and ecological quality in cities. Challenges, pressures, and opportunities” in collaboration with 
the Leader and Co-Leader of the WE WG on NbS. The event provided valuable input to the three 
dimensions of sustainability of NbS for cities, in particular the environmental, social and financial 
perspectives, as well as it was a useful opportunity to emphasise the importance of NbS as a support to 
existing regulations and directives. The event was participated by more than 200 registered participants 
and live streamed on social media. Figure 1 shows the banner created for the event.  

The event brought together five different NbS 
projects funded by the Horizon 2020 and LIFE 
Programmes to share their perspectives and 
experiences on the challenges and 
opportunities of NbS. The participating 
projects included MULTISOURCE1, NICE2, 
HYDROUSA3 , UNaLaB4, and Connecting 
Nature5. The workshop session was co-hosted 
by Jaime Nivala, the MULTISOURCE 
coordinator from the French National Research 
Institute for Agriculture, Food, and 
Environment (INRAE), and Andrea Rubini, 
Director of Operations at WE. 

The event was opened by a keynote, followed by the presentations of the invited projects and their 
objectives. Next, projects were asked to give an overview of their involvement in the biodiversity and 
climate strategies. The projects were also requested to provide input on the three dimensions of 
sustainability of NbS for cities: environmental, social, financial specifically relating to their work as well 
as insight on supporting and hindering factors of existing regulations and directives. An overview of their 
contribution to achieving a Water-Smart Society was also mentioned and each project had the 

 
1 https://multisource.eu/ 
2 https://nice-nbs.eu/ 
3 https://www.hydrousa.org/ 
4 https://unalab.eu/en 
5 https://connectingnature.eu/ 

Figure 1: Banner of Water Security WPE event 
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opportunity to name discussion statements they would like to talk about. The workshop culminated in 
an inspiring and participated discussion between the panellists and then closed by the hosts with the 
take-away session. 

Annex 1 “WPE on Water Security post event report” provides detailed insights into the event’s outcomes, 
with the key takeaways from the discussions summarized as follows: 

 Systemic approach is key to bring back nature to cities. 

 When examining water management with NbS, particularly in the urban setting, there are many 
different views to take into consideration.  

 Identifying the full range of co-benefits that exist in these systems is crucial. When considering 
the advantages that are both concrete and abstract, this still seems to be a challenge that we 
have yet to overcome.  

 Technology development needs intensification specifically for urban areas. Among other things 
looking towards providing guidelines and recommendations for policy makers. 

 

2.2 WPE on Exploring Wetlands and NbS in the Circular Economy for 
Water Scarcity 

The Water Projects Europe on “The role of Wetlands and other Nature-Based Solutions to tackle Water 
Scarcity in the Circular Economy Era” was organised in Lyon, France as hybrid event on 7th November 
2022, in the framework of the ICWS 2022 - International Conference on Wetland Systems for Water 
Pollution Control. The event gathered 7 projects and programmes focused on challenges and innovative 
solutions for wetlands and NbS to address water scarcity in the circular economy: HYDROUSA, SOLU-BIOD 
programme6, COST Action Circular Cities7, FIT4REUSE8, MULTISOURCE and NICE. The workshop was co-
hosted by IWA, INRAE/INSA, HYDROUSA, and WE. During the event, panellists discussed solutions and 
barriers that can foster or hinder NbS as a tool for restoring and creating wetlands in urban and rural 
areas for efficient water management. The event was promoted also through the European Research 
Executive Agency’s (REA) newsletter and had more than 70 registered participants and live streamed on 
social media. The recordings are stored on YouTube – available at the link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ5wO-gZ8qU - has 170 views at the time of the drafting of this 
report. Figure 2 shows the banner created for the event.  

The event commenced with an opening keynote 
speech, followed by presentations outlining the 
projects and their respective objectives. Diverse 
viewpoints on the role of Wetlands and Nature-based 
Solutions in addressing water scarcity within the 
Circular Economy were shared by the panellists. They 
specifically offered insights into the four sustainability 
aspects of NbS for wetlands: governance, 
implementation, financing, and connectivity. 
Furthermore, the panellists discussed both the 
facilitating and inhibiting factors associated with 
current regulations and directives. The presentation 

also touched upon how their contributions align with the broader goal of fostering a Water-Smart Society.  

Annex 2 “WPE on Water Scarcity post event report” details about the event’s outcomes, but the main 
takeaways from the discussions can be summarised as: 

 
6 https://www.pepr-solubiod.fr/ 
7 https://circular-city.eu/ 
8 https://fit4reuse.org/ 

Figure 2: Banner of Water Scarcity WPE event 
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 Existing legislative shortcomings pose challenges when it comes to incorporating green 
infrastructures into water technologies, thereby hindering the adoption of natural solutions." 

 To facilitate interaction and collaboration among numerous communities addressing diverse 
challenges and sectors, it is crucial to establish a comprehensive definition of Nature-based 
Solutions that caters to a wider range of sectors." 

 Direct community engagement in the regulatory framework is a prerequisite for the effective 
implementation of NbS." 

 Apart from the initial investments required to actualize NbS, it is key to develop sustainable 
business models that can support the sustainable management of NbS 

2.3 WPE on Gender Perspectives for Sustainable Cities  
 The webinar “Integrating Gender 
Perspectives in Nature-Based Solutions for 
Sustainable Cities”, held on 18 March 2025 
under the MULTISOURCE project as part of 
the WPE series, examined how gender-
responsive design can enrich urban NbS. 
Organised in collaboration with the NICE 
project, the event offered a valuable 
opportunity to reflect on how gender-
responsive approaches can contribute to 
more inclusive, effective, and sustainable 
urban water solutions. Figure 3 shows the 
banner created for the event.  

The event played a key role in extending the reach and impact of MULTISOURCE, creating an opportunity 
to share knowledge, engage with stakeholders beyond the project consortium, and strengthen dialogue 
with the broader research and policy community. It allowed the project to showcase its alignment with 
core EU priorities such as social inclusion, gender equality, and climate resilience. The exchange benefited 
from the rich contributions of experienced voices like Luisa Prista, who highlighted the untapped societal 
and economic value of inclusive innovation, and Anita d’Agnolo Vallan, who offered insights on 
embedding systemic change for long-term success. Drawing on the perspectives of both MULTISOURCE 
and NICE, the webinar fostered mutual learning among initiatives tackling similar challenges and helped 
consolidate a shared understanding of how gender-responsive approaches can drive more effective and 
equitable NbS.  

The webinar, attended by 38 participants and livestreamed via WE’s channels, ultimately reached a total 
audience of 202. It offered a platform for the exchange of best practices and for deepening reflection on 
the role of gender in ensuring equitable access to green and blue urban infrastructure. The event marked 
a key moment to consolidate and communicate lessons learned: the insights gathered will continue to 
inform future strategies and support the development of NbS that are not only technically sound, but 
also socially inclusive, participatory, and aligned with the broader vision of a Water-Smart Society. 

Further details on the webinar are available in Annex 3: Integrating Gender Perspectives in Nature-Based 
Solutions for Sustainable Cities post event report.  

Figure 3: MULTISOURCE webinar on gender mainstreaming 
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3.0 SYNERGIES WITH THE SPLASHDOWN SERIES 
The Splashdown Series, managed by ICLEI, is a clustering and outreach initiative developed as part of 
MULTISOURCE’s broader dissemination and stakeholder strategy to boost visibility and engagement 
around NbSWT. It is designed to foster synergies that facilitate the replication and uptake of these 
solutions in European urban contexts. The series consists of targeted online sessions, each focused on 
key thematic areas aligned with MULTISOURCE’s strategic objectives. Table 1 lists the whole series of 
webinars. More information on its rationale and design is available in Deliverable 6.4 International 
Advisory Board engagement final report, prepared by ICLEI.  

 

Table 1 MULTISOURCE Splashdown series events overview 

Series Date Title of the event 
#1 21 Nov 2023 NbS Innovations in Waste Water Treatment: A Global 

Exchange 

#2 14 Dec 2023 Pathogens in Water Reuse: A deep Dive into Risk Exposure 
and Governance Insights 

#3 21 Feb 2024 Integrated Wetlands: All-in-One System for Raw 
Wastewater, Reuse, and Sludge Management 

#4 16 Apr 2024 Exploring Innovative Solutions for Combined Sewer 
Overflow 

#5 24 Apr 2024  Sponce City and Storm Management 

#6 07 May 2024 Optimizing Treatment Watlands for Total Nitrogen Removal 

#7 10 Sep 2024 Stakeholder Engagement: Gender Equality/Disability and 
Social Inclusion 

#8 07 Oct 2024 Space efficient Solutions in Dense Urban Areas 

#9 14 Oct 2024 Nature-based Solutions for water Quality: Conservation, 
Biodiversity, and Innovation 

#10 2 Dec 2024 Aligning Innovation and Local Knowledge for effective 
Nature-based Solution Governance 

#11 26 Feb 2025 Urban NBS Uncovered: Business Innovations and Geospatial 
Planning for Stormwater Solutions 

At WME 27 Mar 2025 Synergies and Knowledge Exchange with NbS-related 
Projects 

 

Within this framework, and as part of its clustering activities, MULTISOURCE organised two high-impact 
sessions, in bold. The outcomes of these sessions are described in the sections below. 
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3.1 Splashdown Series #10 
On 2 December 2024, the Splashdown 
Series #10 webinar titled “Aligning 
Innovation and Local Knowledge for 
Effective Nature-based Solutions 
Governance” was held online within the 
framework of WPE. Organised under 
the MULTISOURCE project and co-
hosted with WE, the event brought 
together 27 participants and featured 
contributions from three other EU-
funded projects: MARCLAIMED9, NICE, 
and euPOLIS10. Figure 4 illustrates the 
banner created for the event. 

This webinar marked the first 
collaborative engagement between MULTISOURCE and the Splashdown series, serving as a dynamic 
platform to explore how territorial knowledge, innovation, and systemic thinking can be aligned to 
strengthen the governance of NbS. A central focus was placed on bridging local experience with research-
driven methodologies, underlining the importance of connecting practice, policy, and science to enable 
more effective and inclusive NbS implementation. 

Each project offered a complementary perspective: 

 MULTISOURCE showcased the experience of the Milan Metropolitan City, highlighting a 
governance model based on a permanent multi-stakeholder board designed to outlive the 
project and support long-term water resilience strategies. 

 MARCLAIMED presented solutions for managed aquifer recharge using alternative water 
resources, while underlining the need to address regulatory and financial barriers. 

 NICE introduced treatment wetlands as a practical and scalable approach to urban water reuse, 
especially in water-stressed areas. 

 euPOLIS shared a methodology for integrating health and well-being into NbS design through 
participatory urban planning and co-design practices. 

The panel discussion revealed strong alignment among the projects, particularly around the need to 
embed NbS into local planning processes supported by robust governance structures, inclusive 
stakeholder engagement, and access to user-friendly tools and data. The session reinforced the vision of 
a Water-Smart Society—one that is grounded in local realities while informed by scientific and systemic 
innovation. The webinar was recorded and is publicly available via WE’s YouTube channel at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ub2Lr0Wxhnk. At the time of writing, the video had reached 
45 views.  

 
9 https://marclaimed.eu/ 
10 https://eupolis-project.eu/ 

Figure 4: Splashdown series n.10 - Banner 
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3.2 Splashdown series at WME 
On 27 March 2025, WE, in collaboration with the EU-funded MULTISOURCE project, organised the Water 
Market Europe (WME) event in Girona, Spain. Full details of the event’s communication outcomes and 
achievements are available in Deliverable D7.5 – Final Report on Communication and Dissemination 
Activities. As part of the WME 2025 programme, 
‘Session 5: Synergies and Knowledge Exchange with 
NbS-related Projects’ was dedicated to the 
Splashdown series and designed as a platform for 
cross-project dialogue. Facilitated by ICLEI, the 
session brought together representatives from 
high-impact initiatives—including NINFA11, Urban 
GreenUP12, RECREATE13, MARCLAIMED, 
CARDIMED14, MULTISOURCE and the LIFE projects 
Biodaph2o15 and Watersource16, enabling them to 
showcase results and exchange best practices.  

  

 
11 https://ninfa-project.eu/ 
12 https://www.urbangreenup.eu/ 
13 https://recreate-project.eu/ 
14 https://www.cardimed-project.eu/ 
15 https://life-biodaph2o.eu/ 
16 https://www.pwn.nl/watersource 

Figure 5: Splashdown session at WME 



 www.multisource.eu 
 

MULTISOURCE Deliverable 7.6 15 

4.0 SYNERGIES WITH OTHER INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS 
This section showcases MULTISOURCE’s strategic collaborations with initiatives, EU projects and 
networks, which have promoted mutual learning and fostered new opportunities for cooperation. These 
efforts have enhanced synergies, extended the project’s reach, and contributed to positioning its 
outcomes within the wider European landscape of NbS and sustainable urban water management. 

 

4.1 Synergies with sister project NICE 
MULTISOURCE and NICE, both funded under the European Commission’s H2020-SC5-27-2020 Call 
“Strengthening international collaboration: Enhanced natural treatment systems for water security and 
ecological quality in cities”, have shared a strategic alliance from their initial stagets. Driven by a common 
vision of promoting sustainable and decentralised urban water solutions, the two projects have worked 
in close coordination to maximise the visibility, outreach, and impact of their complementary efforts. 
NICE’s overarching mission is to broaden access to enhanced NbS by delivering critical insights to support 
their development and implementation. By doing so, it seeks to close urban water cycles and contribute 
to more resilient, ecologically sound urban environments. This aligns closely with MULTISOURCE’s 
objectives, resulting in a natural partnership between the two initiatives, grounded in mutual 
reinforcement and knowledge exchange. 

A first joint clustering meeting was held on 25 June 2021, titled “SC5-27-2020 – Enhanced natural 
treatment solutions for water security and ecological quality in cities”. This meeting laid the groundwork 
for coordination between the two consortia. It focused on aligning objectives, introducing the H2020 NbS 
Taskforces, and identifying synergies to strengthen cooperation. Annex 4 shows the ‘NICE-MULTISOURCE 
clustering meeting agenda’. 

This partnership was further strengthened in May 2022, when MULTISOURCE actively participated in 
sister project meetings organised by NICE and NetworkNature, including the “NICE City Panel” and the 
NbS Communicators Meeting. These gatherings supported the formation of a broader community of 
practice on NbS, encouraging cities to adopt nature-based approaches for managing water pollution, 
runoff, and urban resilience. MULTISOURCE’s involvement in these meetings marked a step forward in 
mainstreaming NbS knowledge and practice across EU-funded initiatives. 

A key milestone in this collaboration was the successful realisation of the “Atelier NICE/MULTISOURCE 
sur la gestion décentralisée des eaux urbaines”. The workshop convened researchers, local authorities, 
and practitioners to share progress, explore enabling conditions, and reflect on desirable evolutions in 
policy and regulation. It exemplified the practical value of joint action between the two projects. 

Beyond these major moments, MULTISOURCE and NICE maintained continuous cooperation throughout 
the project’s lifespan. Their collaboration consistently contributed to reinforcing policy dialogues, 
supporting replication of decentralised solutions, and amplifying their collective voice in the NbS domain. 
Table 2 below summarises the main joint events and initiatives undertaken by MULTISOURCE and NICE 
to advance their shared mission of building resilient nature-based urban water management systems. 
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Table 2 Key events and initiatives with NICE project 

No table 
of figures 

entries 
found. 

Event type Participation vs 
organization 

Event name 
 

Date Location 

INRAE Webinar Organisation SC5-27-2020–Enhanced natural 
treatment solutions for water 

security and ecological quality in 
cities 

25/06/2021 Online 

ICRA Webinar Organisation New NICE & UrbanByNature 
Capacity-Building Webinar 

01/03/2022 Online 

INRAE Webinar Participation NICE City Panel 12/05/2022 Online 

INRAE Workshop Organisation Atelier NICE/MULTISOURCE sur 
la gestion décentralisée des eaux 

urbaines 

2022 Lyon, 
France 

WE Water Projects 
Europe  

Organisation Nature based solutions 
for water security and ecological 

quality in cities 
challenges, pressures and 

opportunities 

 

02/06/2022 Online 

WE and 
INRAE 

Water Projects 
Europe  

Organisation Workshop on the role of 
Wetlands and other Nature-

Based Solutions to tackle Water 
Scarcity in the Circular Economy 

Era 

 

07/11/2022 Lyon, 
France 

and 
ONLINE 

UFZ Webinar Speaker  3rd NICE Capacity-Building 
Webinar "Planning tools for 
integration of NBS for water 

treatment in cities" 

18/9/2023 Online 

ICLEI  and 
WE 

Webinar Organisation Splashdown Series #10 “Aligning 
Innovation and Local Knowledge 

for Effective Nature-based 
Solutions Governance 

 

02/12/2024 Online 

Aarhus 
University 

Workshop 

Science-policy 
event 

Participation NbS for water resilience: What 
to do with too much (dirty) 

water? 

27/02/2025 Online 

WE Webinar Organisation Integrating Gender Perspectives 
in Nature-Based Solutions for 

Sustainable Cities 

18/03/2025 Online 
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4.2 Clustering with initiatives and networks 
Synergies with NetworkNature 

The collaboration between MULTISOURCE and the EU-funded initiative NetworkNature has played a 
pivotal role in amplifying the project’s visibility, reinforcing its strategic message, and expanding its 
outreach across the European NbS community. As a key clustering platform, NN offered MULTISOURCE 
the opportunity to engage in a structured, high-level community of practice committed to mainstreaming 
NbS knowledge, policy, and innovation across multiple sectors and ecosystems. Launched by the 
European Commission, NetworkNature was designed to foster international collaboration and policy 
alignment in support of Nature-based Solutions. Its mission was to facilitate the development, uptake, 
and scaling of NbS through a dynamic platform for engagement. Upon the conclusion of its initial phase, 
the initiative evolved into NetworkNature+ (NN+), which retained the original structure and leadership 
while expanding its services to include enhanced training, capacity building, and broader stakeholder 
involvement. This ensured continued support for EU-funded NbS projects and allowed MULTISOURCE to 
remain actively engaged in shaping the European NbS agenda. 

Task Force 4  

MULTISOURCE’s engagement in Task Force 4 (TF4) ‘NbS Communicators’, coordinated by ICLEI, provided 
valuable opportunities to enhance the project’s visibility and align its communication efforts with other 
H2020 projects17 focused on NbS. Through this dynamic network dedicated to collaborative outreach and 
storytelling around NbS implementation, MULTISOURCE took part in several joint initiatives that 
extended its reach across the TF4 and NN+ channels. Notable examples include: 

 The WPE session “Nature-Based Solutions for Water Security and Ecological Quality in Cities” (2 
June 2022) was featured in the REA Newsletter and widely disseminated across the TF4 network, 
reaching more than 80 NbS professionals.  

 The joint event with ARSINOE on NbS and climate change adaptation in urban stormwater 
management highlighted in the TF4 meeting minutes18 from 25 May 2023 and further detailed in 
Section 4.4. 

In parallel, NN carried out a project scoping and mapping exercise that further amplified MULTISOURCE’s 
visibility within the European NbS ecosystem. This exercise visually illustrated the connections among EU-
funded projects based on ecosystem typologies and the societal challenges they address, with further 
information available in Annex 5 ‘NetworkNature NbS mapping publication’. This document maps EU-
funded NbS research projects tackling societal challenges across ecosystems, with a focus on two main 
areas: 

 Nature-based solutions across Ecosystems: Coupled with NICE, MULTISOURCE is cited under the 
ecosystems’ typology of Urban ecosystems. The ecosystems typologies were listed based on the 
policy report “Mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their services (MAES): An EU 
Ecosystem Assessment Report”19. 

 
17 Beyond MULTISOURCE, a non-exhaustive list of projects and platforms participating in the network includes 
Clearing House, Conexus, Connecting Nature Resources Centre, proGIreg, NICE, Urban GreenUP, UNaLab, 
JUSTNature, EdiCitNet, GrowGreen, D4RUNOFF, URBINAT, Upsurge, VARCITIES, CLEVER Cities, UNPplus, DivAirCity, 
GreenME, PONDERFUL, GoGreenRoutes, INTERLACE, NbS EduWORLD. 

18 Meeting minutes of the 25 May 2023, Announcements and Opportunities’ section: “Water Europe event on NbS: 
Within the ARSINOE project and with the support of MULTISOURCE, Water Europe is organising an event on "How 
can NbS support climate-change adaptation and mitigation in the water sector? An illustration with urban 
stormwater management" 

19 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/afac1162-0f58-11eb-bc07-01aa75ed71a1/language-
en/format-PDF/source-289813547. European Commission, Joint Research Centre, Maes, J., Teller, A., Erhard, M., et al., 
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 Addressing Societal Challenges: 12 societal challenges20 were considered for assessment, based 
on the European Commission’s publication “Evaluating the impact of Nature-based solutions: A 
handbook for practitioners”21. MULTISOURCE is cited under the social challenges regarding 
Participatory planning and governance, Knowledge and Social Capacity building for Sustainable 
Transformation, and Water management.  

In addition, MULTISOURCE contributed to the co-
production of a joint informational video titled “What 
types of Nature-Based Solutions are there?” Developed 
as a shared outreach product among several EU-funded 
projects, the video presents diverse examples of NbS 
applications in different contexts. It features the 
MULTISOURCE logo in the credits and is publicly 
available on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQUXo-3_518. 

With over 1,200 views to date, the video 
serves as a widely accessible communication 
tool to raise awareness of the variety and 
benefits of NbS across Europe. Figure 6 shows 
the initial frame of the video, while in Figure 7 
MULTISOURCE logo can be found in the 
credits.  More recently, TF4 supported the 
dissemination of two of the key 
MULTISOURCE Splashdown webinars, helping 
to broaden their visibility across the wider 
NbS community. Promotional articles were 
published on the NN+ website and are 

accessible at the following links: 

 Exploring Gender Inclusion in Water Governance and Nature-Based Solutions 

 MULTISOURCE Nat4Wat Tool Webinar 

NetworkNature annual event 2022  

NN organised the Annual Event ‘Upscaling Nature-based solutions in policy and practice’, on September 
27th in Brussels, to provide participants an opportunity to learn more about the state-of-the-art 
developments in NbS practice & policy and the overall goal to ensuring nature-based solutions through 
collaboration.  

 
Mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their services : an EU wide ecosystem assessment in support of the EU 
biodiversity strategy : supplement (indicator fact sheets), Publications Office, 2020, 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2760/519233 

20 The 12 Societal Challenges considered are the following: Climate Resilience; Water Management; Natural and 
Climate Hazards; Green Space Management; Biodiversity Enhancement; Air Quality; Place Regeneration; Knowledge 
and Social Capacity Building for Sustainable Urban Transformation; Participatory Planning and Governance; Social 
Justice and Social Cohesion; Health and Wellbeing; New Economic Opportunities and Green Jobs.  

21 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d7d496b5-ad4e-11eb-9767-01aa75ed71a1. European 
Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, Evaluating the impact of nature-based solutions : a 
handbook for practitioners, Publications Office of the European Union, 2021, 
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/244577 

Figure 6: Initial frame of the promotional video 

Figure 7: Frame of the credits for the co-produced video with NN+
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MULTISOURCE project joined the event to spread the word about how MULTISOURCE project contributes 
to a nature-positive economy. The event focused on the NN semester theme “Nature-based solutions 
and Standards”, to ensure the quality, effectiveness and scale of implementation that helps deliver the 
European Green Deal and the challenges related to biodiversity, climate change and socio-economic 
development. 

This was a great opportunity for MULTISOURCE to interact and exchange ideas on developing standards 
around NbS, quality criteria and best practices for integrating NbS more effectively in policy and practice. 
The sessions featured presentations, capacity building and idea-sharing by the NbS community of practice 
to learn about the latest developments and success stories in upscaling NbS in policy and practice and to 
identify opportunities for strengthened engagements and partnerships for NbS. 

 

NetworkNature annual event 2023 

Climate change and biodiversity loss are not only environmental matters, but also social and economic 
crises. In order to safeguard the future of our planet and communities, transformative and sustainable 
approaches are needed. NbS are regarded as instrumental approaches to address the most pressing 
challenges facing humanity, and provide social, environmental, and economic co-benefits. 

NN annual event in Brussels, on June 7, 2023, gathered the NbS community with the aim of creating 
opportunities and maximising the impact and uptake of nature-based solutions across sectors. The event 
tried to answer what is the transformational potential of NbS and what transformations are needed to 
widen the use of NbS. The meeting was dedicated to creating impact, enabling collaborations across 
sectors, finding synergies between sectors, sharing expertise in addition to knowledge while focusing on 
biodiversity governance. 

The Cluster Meeting brought together more than 85 participants, representing all Taskforces, several EU 
NbS projects, and stakeholders from NN and the European Commission. The meeting provided the 
opportunity to take stock of the main outcomes of the Taskforces and explore the work of and lessons 
learnt from several EU NbS projects across different ecosystems.  

In the same event, the WE Director of Operations, Mr Andrea Rubini, had an interview where he could 
pose the accent on the need of considering water as one sector that can be largely, and in an increasing 
number of cases is already, involved within the concept of NbS, as healthy and functioning ecosystems 
are vital for water security as they ensure the delivery of water-related and water-dependant ecosystem 
services. In addition, the interview focused on how different sectors can be engaged in NbS 
implementation, and on the role played by large networks to ensure cross-sectoral collaborations for NbS 
implementation and adoption. 
 

Synergies with IWA 

Clustering with IWA has provided MULTISOURCE with a unique opportunity to connect with a global 
network of water professionals, practitioners, and researchers. This collaboration has enabled the project 
to share its insights and results on international stages, foster dialogue around NbS, and promote 
decentralised approaches to urban water management. IWA’s global platform for innovation and 
knowledge exchange has contributed significantly to raising the international profile of MULTISOURCE 
and advancing the project’s objectives. MULTISOURCE was represented at the following key IWA events. 

IWA World Water Congress & Exhibition – Copenhagen, 14 September 2022  

Held under the theme “Water for Smart Liveable Cities” and attended by over 8,900 participants, this 
global congress included a workshop co-organised by WE titled “Water-Oriented Living Labs as a means 
to engage stakeholders in the development and demonstration of water technologies”. MULTISOURCE 
was highlighted as an emblematic project, with discussions focusing on how WOLLs and NbS can work 
synergistically to create resilient urban water systems. The project’s experience contributed to 
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emphasising the complementary roles of WOLLs—as testing grounds for stakeholder-driven innovation—
and NbS—as practical, nature-based interventions that address water challenges while enhancing 
liveability. The synergy between these components exemplifies a holistic approach to urban water 
management that benefits both the environment and the community. 

International Conference on Wetland Systems for Water Pollution Control - ICWS 2022 

One key IWA event in which MULTISOURCE participated was the conference of the IWA Specialist Group 
"Wetland Systems for Water Pollution Control," held in Lyon on 7 November, 2022. On this occasion, 
MULTISOURCE organised a conference that acted as a global forum for discussion and knowledge sharing. 
It focused on the latest scientific advancements and practical developments in the field, particularly the 
implementation of natural and constructed wetlands, alongside other NbS, to improve water quality and 
deliver additional co-benefits and ecosystem services. The conference included over 230 delegates from 
over 40 different countries. 

Webinar series: The power of Nature-Based Solutions for wastewater & stormwater treatment  

On 6 December 2023, MULTISOURCE was presented during an international webinar organised by the 
IWA and the Global Water Partnership (GWP). The event gathered around 500 participants worldwide 
and focused on the role of NbS in wastewater and stormwater treatment. As part of the session, the 
Catalan Institute for Water Research (Institut Català de Recerca de l'Aigua) (ICRA) showcased the 
MULTISOURCE NbS Selection Tool, highlighting its functionalities and practical applications for supporting 
sustainable urban water management. The webinar contributed to increasing the project’s international 
visibility and promoting the uptake of its tools across diverse global contexts. 

IWA International Conference on Wetland Systems for Water Pollution Control 

From 25 to 29 November 2024, MULTISOURCE took part in the 18th IWA Conference in Fort-de-France, 
Martinique, which gathered over 100 international participants. The event aimed to strengthen 
collaboration and knowledge exchange with the Caribbean and Latin America, focusing on treatment 
wetlands and other NbS for water pollution control. MULTISOURCE contributed with five presentations 
on key topics such as green wall applications, the NbS selection tool, and case study implementations. 
The conference offered a key platform for the project to showcase its decentralised approach to NbS and 
its adaptability across diverse territorial contexts, reinforcing its global relevance and outreach. 

 

Synergies with WE WG on NbS  

MULTISOURCE’s active participation in the WE 
WG on NbS has contributed to reinforcing its 
role and strategic positioning within the wider 
European innovation ecosystem.  
MULTISOURCE was presented during a virtual 
meeting of the WG in March 2022, held as part 
of the 'Boost your Business!' edition of WME. 
Organised by Kamal Azrague (SINTEF) and 
Frédéric Cherqui (INSA Lyon), the session 
brought together 42 professionals from across 
the NbS ecosystem. The project coordinator 
introduced the project’s concept, goals, and 
expected impact—enhancing its early visibility 
and helping to establish its presence within the WE network, as illustrated in Figure 8.  

 

Figure 8: Slide on project objectives projected during the NbS WG
meeting 
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This engagement continued in March 2024, when MULTISOURCE was again featured in a virtual WE WG 
meeting, with contributions from ICRA. The presentation focused on international dissemination and 
networking, while the session also included inputs from UNaLab22, offering a renewed opportunity to 
exchange experiences and strengthen synergies within the NbS community. 

 

4.3  Synergies on policy recommendations 
MULTISOURCE strategically leveraged policy engagement to strengthen its clustering efforts. 
Participation in high-profile platforms such as COP28, the UN Water Conference, and European policy 
dialogues enhanced its alignment and credibility. The final policy brief on the Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive (UWWTD) revision incorporated references from the NICE project, demonstrating 
clustering’s tangible benefits in creating shared, coherent outputs. Stakeholder consultations at the 
project’s final meeting and WME 2025 further solidified MULTISOURCE's position within the broader NbS 
policy and innovation community. 

WE Position Paper 

By the year 2030, the transition towards a Water-Smart Society, as envisioned through the EU Blue Deal, 
is anticipated to be in full swing, assuming a pivotal role in Europe's dual transformation towards 
becoming a green and digital society while achieving climate neutrality. MULTISOURCE was not only 
recognised but prominently featured in the WE Position Paper on the Blue Deal23 as one of the four 
exemplary EU Research projects. These projects were chosen to illustrate the practicality and boundaries 
of circular nutrient management, positioning MULTISOURCE as a best practice example. This 
collaborative effort effectively clustered multiple projects from a policy perspective, showcasing a unified 
approach to addressing critical water-related challenges and promoting sustainable resource 
management. The inclusion of MULTISOURCE and its outputs in this joint effort served as a basis for 
shaping comprehensive recommendations on what the EU Blue Deal should encompass. These 
recommendations reflect cutting-edge technologies and societal trends expected to drive a paradigm 
shift in how we manage finite natural resources and address climate challenges. 

Final Policy Brief 

Building on the success of the two policy briefs (PB) prepared within the project, MULTISOURCE 
developed its third PB24 as a clustering effort, strengthening collaboration and including the views of sister 
project NICE. This PB not only supports the implementation of the revised UWWTD, with a focus on Article 
5 (Development of Integrated Urban Wastewater Management Plans) and Article 15 (Promotion of water 
reuse in urban contexts), but also reflects the project’s ongoing collaboration with key actors across the 
NbS landscape. Building on connections made throughout the project, the brief incorporates references 
to the NICE project, demonstrating how aligned efforts can result in more coherent and mutually 
reinforcing messages. The consultation process, involving stakeholders at the final project meeting and 
the WME 2025 event, contributed to shaping the content and ensuring relevance to a broad audience. 
These moments of exchange also helped reinforce existing partnerships and extend the reach of the 
project’s outcomes. 

  

 
22 https://unalab.eu/en 
23 https://watereurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/WE-Position-Paper-EESC-Blue-Deal.pdf 
24 https://multisource.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Multisource-PB_dissemination-final.pdf 
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4.4 Synergies at conferences and events 
Participation in conferences and events has been a key element of MULTISOURCE’s clustering strategy, 
offering opportunities to engage stakeholders, share insights, and connect with related initiatives. These 
occasions enhanced visibility, expanded networks, and promoted dialogue on NbS and urban water 
management. This section provides an overview of the events where MULTISOURCE contributed to 
clustering synergies and broader knowledge exchange. 

UN Water Conference 

With 2.2 billion people still lacking access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene, the UN Water 
Conference has become a symbol of hope. It has helped raise global awareness about the serious and 
complex challenges linked to water, still one of the leading causes of death worldwide. In today’s 
interconnected world, the vital role of water and its far-reaching impact on public health cannot be 
overstated. 

The UN Water Conference has cast a renewed spotlight on Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG6) and 
the urgent need for concrete action. In response to this global call, EU institutions have stepped forward, 
providing financial support to a wide range of projects tackling key water quality issues—from drinking 
water safety and emerging contaminants to the integration of nature-based solutions in urban 
environments.  

     Within this framework, the MULTISOURCE initiative gained visibility at the UN 2023 Water Conference, 
held at the UN Headquarters in New York in March 2023. MULTISOURCE was featured alongside other 
EU-funded projects, such as ULTIMATE25 and ARSINOE26, through materials like pamphlets. This 
conference provided a unique opportunity to advance discussions on achieving universal access to safe 
water and sanitation by 2030. The inclusion of MULTISOURCE - particularly the session co-organised by 
the EC and Water Europe - highlighted the European Commission’s commitment to water research and 
addressing global water challenges, emphasizing the role that NbS can play in tackling  water-related 
issues (e.g.: water retention, pollution mitigation). 

This event allowed for the establishment of connections between MULTISOURCE and other policy briefs 
and projects presented at the conference as above mentioned. By clustering these projects from the 
European policy perspective, a cohesive approach to tackling water challenges was fostered, promoting 
synergy and effectiveness in addressing these critical global concerns. Figure 9 and Figure 10 depict the 
placement of the MULTISOURCE project brochures within the event premises.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
25 https://ultimatewater.eu/the-project/ 
26 https://arsinoe-project.eu/ 

Figure 9: MULTISOURCE brochures in the venue 

Figure 10:  MULTISOURCE 
brochure showcased 
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Additionally, during the conference, an array of policy briefs from various projects was presented, 
including the second MULTISOURCE Policy Brief27. 

COP16 Conference on Biodiversity 

As part of its international dissemination and knowledge-sharing activities, MULTISOURCE participated 
in a thematic session at the COP16 Biodiversity workshop titled “Integrating Risk Assessment and 
Insurance Coverage with Nature-Based Solutions for Cities and Regions,” held on 28 October 2024 in Cali, 
Colombia. Organised by ICLEI, the session focused on how risk assessment and insurance mechanisms 
can be integrated with the implementation of NbS in urban and regional contexts. MULTISOURCE’s 
participation broadened its international visibility and enabled meaningful engagement, while 
contributing to the international exchange of knowledge and best practices on sustainable and resilient 
urban water management. 

WATER4ALL kick-off meeting 

MULTISOURCE gained recognition during the partnership kick-off meeting of the EU-funded initiative, 
Water4All, held in Brussels in October 2022, in which WE leads the Pillar D on “Demonstration of 
Innovation through WOLLs and Demos”. This acknowledgment was made before an audience comprising 
81 partners representing 31 countries of which 23 EU MS. The primary goal of collectively addressing 
intricate urban water challenges through innovative solutions, particularly the practical integration of 
ENTS in urban environments, closely aligns with the objectives of the MULTISOURCE project. These 
combined efforts are directed toward establishing scalable models that can be emulated by other cities 
contending with similar water-related challenges. Figure 11 offers a visual representation of the 
corresponding slide that was presented and Figure 12 captures the moment when MULTISOURCE was 
mentioned during the W4A Kick-off Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Additionally, MULTISOURCE was mentioned in the Water4All May 
2023 Newsletter28 to disseminate the first MULTISOURCE policy 
brief29. The news also provided the link to MULTISOURCE webpage. 
The new MULTISOURCE policy brief focuses on the expected benefits in the European policy context, 
linked with the recast of the UWWTD and the new EU Healthy Soils Strategy. Within this context, the 
MULTISOURCE project also provides examples of international cooperation between Europe and actors 
from the Global South.   

 
27 https://multisource.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Multisource-PB2_final-version.pdf 

28 https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/news/eu-projects-new-policy-briefs-published 

29 https://multisource.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Multisource-PB_1_dissemination_final.pdf 

Figure 10: Slide projected with MULTISOURCE logo 

Figure 11: MULTISORCE mentioned at 
Water4All kick-off meeting 
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‘The role of Wetlands and other Nature-Based Solutions in tackling water scarcity in the 
Circular Economy era’ HYDROUSA event 

On November 9th, 2022, MULTISOURCE project 
was presented during the WPE 2022 event co-
organised with HYDROUSA (Figure 13 captures 
the initial moment when MULTISOURCE was 
presented). The event ''The role of Wetlands and 
other Nature-Based Solutions in tackling water 
scarcity in the Circular Economy era'' explored 
initiatives and projects on Nature-based 
Solutions, discussing their role in restoring and 
creating wetlands in urban and rural areas for 
efficient water management and support for the EU 
Green Deal and the Zero-Pollution Strategy. The 
event was organised together with the HYDROUSA project, INRAE and INSA Lyon. The recordings of the 
event can be found following the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ5wO-gZ8qU . 
MULTISOURCE presentation starts at minutes 2:38:22. The event counts on 182 views at the time of 
drafting this report.  

How can NbS support climate-change adaptation and mitigation in the water sector? An 
illustration with urban stormwater management’ ARSINOE event 

On 1st June 2023, MULTISOURCE delivered a 
keynote speech during an ARSINOE webinar titled 
“How can NbS support climate-change adaptation 
and mitigation in the water sector? An illustration 
with urban stormwater management”. The event 
was chaired by the WE WG on NbS and featured a 
panel of experts from the sister projects of the 
ARSINOE cluster— TRANSFORMAR30, IMPETUS31 
and REGILIENCE32—as well as MULTISOURCE. 
Figure 14 shows the banner created for the event 
on Nature-based Solutions. 

This webinar was part of a broader initiative to 
organise thematic seminars addressing the impact of climate change on water issues. The aim of these 
events is to generate a critical mass of shared knowledge and experience that can be capitalised on, 
disseminated, and used to inform policy development, foster collaboration, and support the market 
uptake of innovative solutions. The webinar was attended by 75 participants online and livestreamed via 
WE’s social media channels—Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube—reaching a combined total of 1,152 
viewers. An additional 580 viewers joined through the ARSINOE Twitter account. As of the drafting of this 
report, the recording on YouTube has received 89 views.  

 
30 https://transformar.eu/ 

31 https://climate-impetus.eu/ 

32 https://regilience.eu/ 

Figure 12: First slide of MULTISOURCE speech 

Figure 13: Banner of NbS event 
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Other events 

Beyond international conferences and project-level events, MULTISOURCE participated in other relevant 
events and international fairs aimed at enhancing visibility, promoting strategic networking, and 
supporting the dissemination of project results. These events provided valuable opportunities to 
exchange insights, engage with diverse stakeholders, and strengthen synergies with complementary 
initiative. A detailed overview of these events is provided in Table 3 below.



  

 
 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon H2020 innovation action 
programme under grant agreement 101003527. 

Table 3 MULTISOURCE promotional events overview 
Partner(s) 
involved 

Event type Participation 
vs 

organization 

Event name Date Location N. of 
participants 

Is this activity 
connected with 

other EU 
projects? 

Type of contribution 

WE WORKSHOP ORGANISATION Water-Oriented Living Labs 
(WOLLs) for the Green and Digital 

Transition 

23/09/2022 TURIN, 
ITALY 

40 YES: ULTIMATE, 
BWATER SMART, 

REWAISE, 
WIDERUPTAKE,  
WATER MINING 

Mentioning 
MULTISOURCE in the 

workshop 

WE workshop ORGANISATION WPE - Challenges and eco-
innovation actions addressing 
water scarcity and drought in 

Mediterranean countries 

10/11/2022 RIMINI, 
ITALY 

90 YES: ULTIMATE, 
BWATER SMART, 

REWAISE, 
WIDERUPTAKE, 

WATER MINING, 
FIT4REUSE 

Mentioning 
MULTISOURCE in the 

workshop 

CMM Conference Participation International AdNEB Project Kick-
Off 

15/09/2022 Online  N/A Yes Presentation 

CMM Workshop Participation Climate Governance in Cities: 
Archetypes, networks and 

knowledge sharing for 
local climate action 

09-
10/11/2022 

Online N/A  Yes networking, participation 

AU workshop participation Nature-based solutions for water 
treatment and circularity 

10 & 
16/03/2022 

Colombia 30 Yes Presentation 

ICRA  Webinar participation 
(speaker) 

Potabilización y Aguas Residuales 
[Potabilization and wastewater] 

21/11/2023 Spain 35 Other 10 EU projects 
are also presented. 

Invited speaker 

ICRA  inauguration 
event 

participation Inauguració planta pilot 
BIODAPH2O 

18.01.2024 Girona, 
Spain 

40 LIFE project 
BIODAPH2O  

presentation, 
https://cwp.cat/esdeveni
ment/inauguracio-pilot-

quart/  

WE Webinar Organization & 
speaker 

WME 2024 pre-event Mar-24 online 1400+ yes Presentation 
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UFZ conference Speaker Urban water interfaces 22.-
24.04.2024 

Berlin 50+ yes Presentation 

FER Round table organisation 
and speaker 

Why include beneficiaries and 
communities into water 

management? 

15.6.2023 Ljubljana 20 yes presentation and 
discussion 

ICRA Conference participation Next Built 2024 9 - 
10.05.2024 

Bolonia 
(Italy) 

80+ yes presentation and 
discussion 

WE Conference participation 10th World Water Forum 2024 - 
Water for shared  prosperity  

May-24 Bali, 
Indonesi

a 

50.000+ yes Presentations and group 
work/discussions 

ICLEI Workshop organisation Rising to the Challenge: Nature-
Based Solutions for Water 

Resilience in Europe 

https://urbanresilienceforum.eu/p
rogramme/sessions-2024/rising-

to-the-challenge/ 

27-Jun-24 Valencia, 
Spain 

500 yes workshop 

UFSC, ICRA, 
AU, INRAE, 

UFZ, IRIDRA, 
NIVA, ALCN 

Workshop organiser, 
speaker 

Integrating Enhanced Natural 
Treatment Solutions in Urban 

Water Cycles 

16-18 feb 
2025 

Ho Chi 
Minh 
City, 

Vietnam 

70 no Presentations and group 
work/discussions 

Stakeholder engagement 

UFSC, ICRA, 
AU, INRAE, 

UFZ, IRIDRA, 
NIVA, ALCN 

Workshop organiser, 
speaker 

MULTISOURCE Brazil Workshop: 
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) 

applied to urban water 
management 

11 - 13 
march 
2025 

Florianop
olis, 

Brazil 

130 Yes Workshop and oral 
presentations 

WE, UFSC, 
GIRONA, ICRA, 

AU, INRAE, 
UFZ, IRIDRA, 
NIVA, ALCN, 

Rietland 

Conference Organisation, 
participation 

(speaker) 

WME 2025 27/03/2025 Girona, 
Spain 

100 Yes Oral presentations 
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4.5 Synergies with other networks through the IAB 
The International Advisory Board (IAB) of MULTISOURCE has played a pivotal role in expanding the 
project’s global footprint and impact. Designed to bring external, high-level expertise into the project 
framework, the IAB has served as both a strategic think tank and a clustering accelerator, facilitating 
internationalisation and cross-sector collaboration. The IAB facilitated connections with leading external 
experts, international institutions, and key networks. This engagement contributed to stakeholder 
involvement, dissemination of results, and effective knowledge transfer.  

The IAB is composed of six internationally recognised experts representing Europe, the United States, 
South Africa, Australia, and Denmark. Their combined expertise spans NbS, decentralised treatment, 
governance, biodiversity, and climate adaptation. Their involvement ensured that MULTISOURCE’s 
outputs were not only technically robust but also relevant and applicable across diverse environmental, 
institutional, and socio-economic contexts. Leveraging their institutional affiliations, IAB members 
opened doors to global platforms and networks, helping MULTISOURCE extend its reach and relevance 
far beyond the EU. 

Thanks to the IAB, MULTISOURCE evolved from a European research initiative into a globally connected 
project. Clustering activities were strengthened through linkages with major international initiatives and 
knowledge hubs, giving the project visibility at key events such as the UN Water Conference and 
platforms like NetworkNature+, the Urban Water Blueprint, and BiodivERsA. These synergies reinforced 
the project’s credibility and deepened its engagement with a wider set of stakeholders. 

Networks reached 

Each IAB member acted not only as an advisor but also as an ambassador, helping to position 
MULTISOURCE within their respective international networks: 

 Rob McDonald, Lead Scientist for Nature-based Solutions provided access to one of the world’s 

largest conservation networks, The Nature Conservancy. 

 Katharine Cross, representing the Australian Water Partnership and co-chairing the IWA 

Working Group on NbS for Water and Sanitation, built key bridges also to the International 

Water Association and the IWA World Water Congress. 

 Xavier Le Roux, senior scientist at INRAE and former chair of the BiodivERsA programme helped 

connect MULTISOURCE with cross-European coordination mechanisms. 

 Paula Kehoe, Director at the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission and Chair of the National 

Blue-Ribbon Commission for Non-Potable Water Systems in the United States, contributed 

regulatory insights from North America. 

 Sudhir Pillay, from the Water Research Commission in South Africa, brought forward African 

perspectives and helped facilitate cross-continental exchanges.   

 Trine Munk, Head of Resilience at Rambøll, provided valuable input from the private sector and 

global consulting practice. 
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5.0 Conclusions 
 
MULTISOURCE has successfully delivered its clustering and stakeholder engagement strategy, 
significantly exceeding initial expectations. The project has effectively promoted knowledge exchange 
and synergies, increased market outreach, and influenced policy discussions at national and international 
levels. The engagement with the International Advisory Board (IAB) notably broadened the project's 
international visibility and replicability potential. Its outputs are being shared, reused, and integrated 
beyond the project’s lifetime, creating a legacy of practical tools, institutional linkages, and policy-
relevant insights. Clustering has been embedded not only as a dissemination mechanism, but also as a 
strategic driver—fostering co-creation, cross-project learning, policy alignment, and the long-term 
uptake of NbS in urban water management.  
 
This work has been particularly evident in the results of Work Package 7 (Communication, Clustering, and 
Dissemination), which has delivered on its strategic objectives and met the Key Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) set for clustering activities. Clustering has been a cornerstone for enabling the project to extend its 
reach, multiply its impact, and reinforce its legacy. 
 
By the end of the project, MULTISOURCE had: 

 Exceeded the KPI target of 300 participants  through events and webinars , with high engagement 
in formats such as WPE, Splashdown series, and the Water Market Europe 2025 session. 

 Connected with over 30 EU and international projects, reaching the KPI target, fostering synergies 
and mutual learning with initiatives like NICE, HYDROUSA, UNaLab, RECREATE, ARSINOE, and 
others. 

 Engaged more than 50 networks, platforms, WE members and Living Labs, reaching the KPI goal 
while leveraging platforms such as NetworkNature+, Water Europe Expert Groups, IWA Working 
Groups, and the International Advisory Board. 

 
Clustering activities have helped shape a more cohesive, visible, and connected NbS community. The 
MULTISOURCE project has demonstrated the transformative power of clustering as a catalyst for 
collaboration, innovation, and long-term impact in the field of NbS for urban water management. 
Strategic alliances with sister projects like NICE, HYDROUSA, UNaLab, and RECREATE, as well as structured 
contributions to initiatives like NetworkNature+, Water Europe Expert Groups, and IWA Working Groups, 
have enabled MULTISOURCE to integrate its tools and messages into broader policy and innovation 
dialogues. The IAB has served as a cornerstone of the project’s internationalisation and strategic 
clustering efforts. The IAB’s role in shaping tools, guiding dissemination, and expanding outreach has laid 
the foundation for uptake in diverse regulatory and environmental contexts, including Brazil, Vietnam, 
and South Africa.  
 
MULTISOURCE concludes with a robust legacy of collaborative networks, innovative tools, and policy 
contributions, affirming the strategic value of clustering as a mechanism for sustainable and systemic 
impact. 
 
Strategic outlook  
MULTISOURCE identified clustering as a central strategic mechanism to maximise its impact, build strong 
inter-project alliances, and ensure the relevance and uptake of its tools and outcomes. This commitment 
has been realised through a comprehensive range of collaborative actions, stakeholder engagement 
activities, and cross-network synergies. 
 
The strategic vision set at the beginning of the project has been fully delivered: 
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 Promoting synergies and knowledge exchange was achieved through continuous collaboration 
with sister projects and the broader NbS ecosystem. MULTISOURCE not only participated in key 
dialogues but also helped shape them through joint events, and co-authored works. 

 Increasing market outreach and adoption has been accomplished through dedicated clustering 
events such as the WME 2025 session, where MULTISOURCE presented its solutions to 
stakeholders, end users, and investors. 

 Influencing policy has been a core achievement, with MULTISOURCE contributing to discussions 
at the COP28, the UN Water Conference, the discussion on the Water Resilience Strategy, and 
EU’s institutions position. The last policy brief will focus on the implementation of the UWWTD 
revision (particularly, article 5 and 15).  

 Expanding international visibility and replication potential was facilitated through the strategic 
engagement of the IAB, by being introduced in global networks that enhanced the project’s 
credibility and scalability. MULTISOURCE now has pathways to impact in regions including North 
America, South Africa, Brazil, and Vietnam. 
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ANNEXES 
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ANNEX 1: WPE ON WATER SECURITY POST EVENT REPORT 
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Water Project Europe- MULTISOURCE 
02 June 2022 

Workshop on Natural Based Solutions for water 
security and ecological quality in cities. 

Challenges, pressures and opportunities. 
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Introduction 
 

The workshop on “Nature Based Solutions for Water Security and Ecological Quality in Cities” was 
organised online on 2nd June 2022 as a Water Projects Europe event, in the framework of the clustering 
activities of the Horizon 2020 MULTISOURCE Project1. 

The EU-funded MULTISOURCE project intends to demonstrate enhanced natural treatment solutions 
(ENTS) for a wide range of urban waters and enable users to identify multiple sources for local water 
reuse, promote increased uptake of nature-based solutions and minimise the discharge of inadequately 
treated water. The project includes seven pilots treating a wide range of urban waters 

This workshop is part of Water Project Europe (WPE) that is a series of events of Water Europe made to 
learn from and build on the experience of innovating projects working on converging topics. WPE aims 
at clustering water-related projects by thematic areas to allow them to interact, mutually build on the 
respective experience, support policy development, and stimulate the market uptake of innovations. 
The workshop session was co-hosted by Jaime Nivala INRAE (coordinator of MULTISOURCE) and Andrea 
Rubini (Director of Operations of WE). 

The event invited five different NBS projects funded by Horizon 2020 and LIFE Programmes to give their 
view and experience on the NBS challenges and opportunities   There was a mixture of projects that 
started recently and projects that are nearing finished. 

The event was opened with a key note, followed by the presentations of the projects and their 
objectives. Next, projects were asked to give an overview of their involvement in the biodiversity and 
climate strategies. The projects were also requested to provide input on the three dimensions of 
sustainability of NBS for cities: environmental, social, financial specifically relating to their work as well 
as insight on supporting and hindering factors of existing regulations and directives. An overview of their 
contribution to achieving a Water-Smart Society was also mentioned and each project had the 
opportunity to name discussion statements they would like to talk about. 

The workshop on “Nature Based Solutions for Water Security and Ecological Quality in Cities” 
culminated in an inspiring and participated discussion between the panellists, and then closed by the 
hosts with the take-away session. 

The event was participated by more than 200 registered participants and live streamed on social media. 

The participating projects were:   

• MULTISOURCE (https://multisource.eu/) 

• NICE (https://nice-nbs.eu/) 

• HYDROUSA (https://www.hydrousa.org/) 

• UNaLaB (https://unalab.eu/en) 

• Connecting Nature (https://connectingnature.eu/) 
The panellists: 

Kamal Arzague (SINTEF), Frederic Cherqui (INSA), Maria Wirth (alchemia nova), Daiane Trevisan (CETIM), 
Simos Malamis (NTUA), Laura Wendling (VTT) and Antonia Lorenzo (Bioazul), Panagiotis Balabanis Head 
of Sector (EC -DGRTD Water - RTD.B.1.001) 

All presentations are available at: Water Projects Europe NBS MULTISOURCE 

 

1 ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment SOlutions in URban water CyclEs 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Workshop Agenda 
 

START END SUBJECT 

14:00 14:05 
Welcome from Water Europe 

Andrea Rubini (Water Europe) 

14:05 14:10 
Welcome from MULTISOURCE 

Jaime Nivala (INRAE) 

14:10 14:30 
Keynote speech on NBS 

Kamal Arzague (SINTEF) 

14:30 14:45 
Presentation MULTISOURCE 

Maria Wirth (Alchemia Nova) 

14:45 15:00 
Presentation NICE 

Daiane Trevisan (CETIM)  

15:00 15:15 
Presentation Hydrousa 

Simos Malamis (NTUA) 

15:15 15:30 
Presentation UNaLaB 

Laura Wendling (VTT) 

15:30 15:45 
Presentation Connecting Nature  

Antonia Lorenzo (Bioazul) 

15:45 16:20 
Panel discussion (moderated) (Projects’ Speakers and POs) and Q/A 

session 

16:20 16:30 
Takeaways and conclusions 

Jaime Nivala and Andrea Rubini 
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Keynote Speech on Natural Based Solutions 
 

The Keynote speech was prepared by Kamal Arzague from SINTEF in collaboration with Frederic Cherqui 
from INSA, respectively Leader and Co-Leader of the Water Europe WG NBS. 

Kamal Arzague, gave an overview of how Natural Based Solutions can contribute to a Water-Smart 
Society by addressing different challenges, especially societal challenges such as: unsustainable 
urbanisation, climate change, biodiversity loss, degradation of the ecosystem services.  

The presenter started with a brief introduction of Water Europe’s NBS Working Groupe that tries to 
foster the research, development and implementation of NBS, threw various activities. Some of these 
activities include:  

- Exchanging information and results with different members,  
- Discussing different classes and several NBS,  
- Providing input in national and European research and innovation programs in the form of white 

papers, workshops and various communications, exc. 
- Facilitate joint research and innovation activities. 

 

Next, the presenter explained the two key terms connected to the workshop which were: Water-Smart 
Society and Nature Based Solutions, where he also highlighted the different types, ways of 
implementation and the numerous benefits they provide that include:  

- coastal resilience, climate resilience, biodiversity enhancement,  
- green space management, air quality, health and well-being, new economic opportunities and 

green jobs,  
- urban regeneration, social justice and social cohesion, participatory planning 
- governance and knowledge building for sustainable urban transformation. 

 

The presenter decided to focus on 5 main NBS in Urban water management, that were:  

- open spaces and waterbodies,  
- constructed wetlands,  
- bioretention areas,  
- green roofs  
- permeable pavements.  

 

He explained that all of those are to improve the hydrological response of the urban areas and obtaining 
additional benefits in terms of water quality, increase of biodiversity and use of public area. They are 
used in order to manage stormwater runoff close to its source, improve the hydrological response of 
urban areas and reduce pollutant loading, flood risks, stream erosion & negative effects on 
groundwater. 

Finally, the presentation was raped up with examples of lessons learned from past project and an 
introduction of the EU strategy for NBS. 
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Natural based solutions for Demo Cases- challenges, pressures and 
opportunities: Projects Presentation 
 

MULTISOURCE 
Who: Maria Wirth (Alchemia Nova) 

Presentation Title: MULTISOURCE (ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment 
SOlutions in URban water CyclEs) 

MULTISOURCE stands for ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment SOlutions in 
URban water CyclEs. INRAE (France) is the lead partner of the Consortium. It is a Horizon2020 funded 
program, that started in June 2021 and will last until May 2025. The main objectives of the project are 
to demonstrate enhanced natural treatment systems (ENTS) pilots in operational environments in order 
to: 

- establish policy-oriented risk assessment for NBS for water treatment (NBSWT) 
- foster increased financial investments into NBSWT 
- increase transfer of international know-how and technical understanding of ENTS 

 
as well as create a basis for the identification of the most suitable NBSWT for a given context; enable 
water stakeholders to assess and compare different spatial environmental and economic scenarios 
(both with and without NBSWT) on a city-wide scale; increase urban water stakeholder engagement in 
NBSWT planning, implementation & maintenance; improve urban governance and policies for 
implementation of NBSWT, and facilitate processes to update existing standards. 

Next, the presenter showed an infographic representing the concept and approach that is used in 
MULTISOURCE to promote their main objective and introduced its 8 WP. 

Then the presenter moved on to answer the question of how MULTISOURCE contributes to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation explaining that MULTISOURCE contributes to climate change 
mitigation, by promoting nature-based solutions, which can capture CO2. It also contributes to climate 
change adaptation, by promoting NBS that are designed to 

• reduce the pressure on urban sewage systems and the environment through local 
stormwater/rainwater retention and treatment. MULTISOURCE solutions are modular and 
enable to cost-effectively adapt and expand urban water infrastructure to increased heavy 
rainfall events. 

• increase water availability by capturing and treating stormwater, greywater, and wastewater 
for reuse. MULTISOURCE solutions enable decentralized treatment and reuse, and thereby to 
close water cycles locally. 

MULTISOURCE also contribution to building sustainable urban NBS in 3 dimensions (environmental, 
Social and financial) by the following activities:  

1) Risk assessment Technology adaptation for: 
o enhanced treatment capabilities 
o ability to capture and treat previously untreated discharges  
o water reuse  
o Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) 

2) Stakeholder engagement framework, which can be used for cities to incorporate NBS into their 
own urban environments 

3) Inclusive and gender-sensitive research, design, implementation, and evaluation 
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4) Co-development of new, partnerships-based financing and management models for long-term 
continuation of pilots (O&M) and replication (long-term) 

5) Cost-benefit analyses for public and private business models 
 

The presenter also highlighted three main needs that they had seen in terms of institutional or policy 
instruments that could ensure long term sustainability and scalability of NBS for water treatment as well 
as some recommendations relating these needs. The areas that were identified include: Policy and 
financing instruments, awareness and information, as well as bridge organizational silos. 

A short description of the contribution of the project towards achieving a Water-Smart Society was also 
given. They do this by enhanced natural treatment systems for treatment, retention, recovery of 
rainwater and wastewater for safe reuse – pilots and evaluation; stakeholder engagement frameworks 
based on needs, relevant interests and opportunities; tools that enable integrated technology selection 
and city-wide planning for a Water-Smart Society. 

A short overview the impact of regulations and directives have on the implementation (and further 
upscaling) of NBS in urban areas regarding the MULTISOURCE project was given. These were split into 
two categories: 

Supporting factors: 

• EU Water Reuse Regulation: Opens the possibility for acceptance, permitting and 
demonstration of innovative technologies that can recover water for reuse in agriculture, e.g., 
permits of ‘water reuse units’ (as opposed to strictly normed wastewater management). 

• EU Water Framework Directive: opens markets for NBS, e.g., Italian pilot - treatment of 
combined sewer overflow, potential for application to widely improve water quality in rivers in 
Lombardia region). 

Hindering factors:  

• EU Water Reuse Regulation:  

• Monitoring is costly, limits small-scale decentralized water reuse in particular. Potential 
solution: development of low-cost sensors (probes) for improved operational control, 
automation. 

• Only covers reuse for agriculture → limiting in its scope, in particular for urban areas. 

• Both not specific to NBS, but NBS can be applied to achieve compliance. 

The presentation ended with an introduction to two discussion statement: 

How could EU policies promote the planning, implementation and operation & maintenance of 
decentralized water treatment, storage and reuse?  

In a context where water management is planned centrally, which governance practices, measures, 
projects and tools are needed to facilitate the integration of decentralized, nature-based stormwater 
management technologies into existing urban environments? 
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NICE 
 

Who: Daiane Trevisan (CETIM)   

Presentation Title: Innovative and Enhanced Nature-based Solutions for Sustainable Urban Water Cycle 

The presentation started with a short introduction to the project that included an explanation of the 
name (NICE stands for INnovatIve and EnhanCed NaturE-based Solutions for Sustainable Urban Water 
Cycle), the name of the lead partner of the consortium (CETIM Technological Center), funding program 
and a call identifier (H2020- SC5-27-2020), budget (~ 5 M€), duration of the project (: 48 months (1st 
June 2021 to 31st May 2025)), number and type of partners (14 (7 research organizations, 2 big 
companies, and 5 SMEs) and key objective. The key objectives of the project are: 

1) To widen the availability of enhanced NBS to provide circular urban water solutions 
2) Provide key knowledge for the design and implementation of NBS that will help achieve the goal 

of closing urban water loops. 
Next, the presenter explained the projects relationship between NBS, the Biodiversity Policy and the 
Climate Policy, explaining their contributions to achieving the goals of the tow policies. NICE 
contributes to the goal of the biodiversity strategy by Innovative and improving NBS at laboratory 
scales and Urban Real Labs; Implementation scaling up of NBS across Europe to capture, repurpose 
and treat water; implement at least 9 URLs in Europe, Guidelines and methodologies for BbS 
implementation as well as Identify obstacles and opportunities for the current regulatory framework 
Sharing expertise and Enhanced local biodiversity. 

Regarding the climate change policy NICE will contribute to the COP25, the EU 2050 climate-neutrality 
objective, IPCC and SDG 13 ‘Climate Action’. They aim to increase water available for reuse for different 
purposes, mitigate the diffuse pollution associated to Stormwater and CSO and Reducing flood risks and 
urban heat island. 

One of the technical objectives of the NICE project is to facilitate technological solutions on NBS for 
different places. To achieve this, they will first evaluate some barriers and social conditions that are 
related to the implementation of these technologies. Next they will develop Models to maximize the 
co-effectiveness and co-benefits for the environment, economy and society as well as develop a 
comprehensive portfolio of attractively integrated NbS. Other actions include: creating Modelling 
software with data bank of NBS, Reach NBS with lower cost and Increased business opportunities for 
installation NBS for water treatment. 

By the end the project strives to contribute to the concept of Water smart city and contribute towards 
adaptation to climate change by Integrating NbS into urban water cycle, reducing pressure on existing 
freshwater resources, Increased investments into natural water treatment solutions, Improving the 
quality of urban water bodies, creating sustainable urban water management, Water for reuse and 
availability.  

The main challenge that the project is facing at the moment are the Different requirements and 
standards (environmental and health) for the safe reuse of treated urban. 

The presentation ended with and introduction to two discussion topics: 

1) What are the main drivers and barriers towards NBS for Water Management. 

2) Which aspects are related to replication and implementation of these types of technologies. 
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HYDROUSA  
 

Who: Simos Malamis (NTUA) 

Presentation Title: Demonstration of water loops with innovative regenerative business models for the 
Mediterranean region 

HYDROUSA project demonstrates the implementation of low-cost, nature-based and other engineered 
solutions for the recovery of non-conventional water sources (wastewater, seawater, rainwater and 
vapour water) to be used in agriculture and for domestic use in the Mediterranean region.   

The demo case called HYDRO1&2 for decentralized wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) in Lesbos 
Greece, shows that energy production in the main treatment line make sense even at small scale (with 
the capacity of WWTP < 2000 p.e.). It is possible to reduce energy consumption by 15% for plants with 
< 2000 p.e.; further energy reduction is expected by at least 20% due to optimized operation and energy 
recovery. 

The advantages highlighted in the presentation included: low-cost treatment, nutrient recycling, 
versatility (fertigation or irrigation), composting of sludge and green biomass and diversified agricultural 
production (agroforestry). On the other hand, some challenges were also identified. These include: 
community engagement, dealing with variable flow rates and evidence of cost efficiency. 

The project supports the Biodiversity Strategy by using of fertigation & recycled nutrients, reducing 
pollution from excess nutrients, multi-cropping practices e.g. agroforestry, organic farming and 
permaculture practices, biodiversity assessment as well as fertigation, agroforestry and CWs. 

Regarding climate mitigation and adaptation the HYDRUSA project tackles water scarcity by valorizing 
non-conventional water sources, contributes to the protection against floods through bioswales and 
addresses desertification by restoring barren land. It also monitors greenhouse gas emissions and 
energy consumption within the HYDROUSA water loops, implements measures to decrease the energy 
and carbon footprint of NBS and other systems and produces green energy. 

HYDROUSAs contribution to building sustainable urban NBS focuses mostly on the replication of their 
demo sites. The project helps achieve a WSS by providing: Data/ Control, Autonomy /off grid, Water 
Quality, Soil moisture/ Automated precision irrigation, Water Quantity/ Valves, and Meteorological 
station.  

HYDROUSA analysed the current policy and legislations related to water supply, wastewater treatment, 
water reuse and resource valorisation within the context of decentralized state-of-the-art technologies 
applied in rural areas. It is concluded that the current EU legislative framework does not provide ad-hoc 
guidelines to close the water loops for a small decentralized system. The table below shows a summary 
of the parameters to be considered and the link to the relevant EU legislation for different types of 
wastewater application fields. 

The presentation ended with an introduction of two ddiscussion statements. 

1) Downscaling circular, rural NBS to support their implementation in an urban environment 
(sewer mining concept, stormwater management, water reuse, urban farming)  

2) Inclusive water governance to support NBS implementation in cities. Support NBS integration 
through stakeholder engagement and co-creation 
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UNaLaB  
Who: Laura Wendling (VTT) 

Presentation Title: UNaLab & the Story of Stormwater Management in Tampere, 
Finland 

UNaLab is a innovation action that focus on NBS to enhance climate and water resilience of urban areas 
with the main objective to develop, via co-creation with stakeholders & implementation of ‘living lab’ 
demonstration areas, a robust evidence base & European framework of innovative, replicable, & locally-
attuned nature-based solutions to enhance the climate & water resilience of cities.  

The presenter identified 4 core ways in which the project contributes to achieving a Water-Smart 
Society; stakeholder engagement, knowledge & capacity building, collaborative development & 
implementation of stormwater management solutions and adaptive management informed by 
modelling, monitoring & scenario building.  
The participants learned about how a housing company in Finland used to opportunity of “innovation 
voucher programme to support small-scale NBS” to parcially finance the creation of comunity gardens. 
These gardens were vegetable gardens that have rainwater tanks to support plant groth durring the 
summer. The idea behind the ”innovation voucher programme”was to encoruge people to create 
solutions by supporting them financially so that they do not have to wait for a public party to finance 
something for them.   
The presenter mentioned that the comunity engagemnet has been realy important. The project has 
carried out the following activeties relating to the EU Biodiversity strategy: biodiversity surveys, citizen 
observations, and citizen science monitoring activities. For the future they are planning to have a 
Pollinator Bioblitz monitoring challenge that is planned for summer 2022, additional river restoration 
and water monitoring projects as well as outcomes informed preparation of city roadmap for green 
areas and stormwater management. 

Regarding the Climate Policy the project has contributed to reducing carbon emissions and mitigating 
and adapting to climate change and its impacts. In addition, the project has informed relevant local 
policy actions. Other significant actions include: 

• Reduced energy use/CO2 emissions from centralzied treatment of stormwater and seepage 
water 

• Reduced flood peak height and extent of flooding 
• Improved quality of stormwater entering receiving surface waterbodies 
• City of Tampere has targeted carbon neutrality by 2030 
• Carbon footprint calculations of UNaLab NBS highlight significance of material selection  
• Full carbon accounting in progress to account for C storage and sequestration in soil and 

vegetation  
Key Lessons Learned relating to Policy Implications had been highlighted by the presenter. These 
included: 

1. Embedding NBS within existing regulations and work processes can be challenging  
2. Collaborative, inclusive processes underpinning NBS actions build trust and commitment 

Finally the presentation ended with an introdution od three discution statements: 

1) How can we more effectively gather & exploit existing knowledge from preceding related concepts 
whilst fully acknowledging and integrating the unique aspects that differentiate NBS and add value?  

2) How can we better understand and convey to stakeholders the concept of adaptive management, 
and how can the process of NBS management in the longer term be supported by advanced digital 
technologies?  

3) How extensively should NBS be managed to maintain ES over time? 
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Connecting Nature 

Who: Antonia Lorenzo (Bioazul) 

Presentation Title: Connecting Nature - COproductioN with NaturE for City Transitioning, INnovation 
and Governance 
 
Connecting Nature is a H2020 project with a consortium of more than 30 partners within 16 European 
countries, and additional scientific hubs. They have been co-working with local authorities, 
communities, industry partners, NGOs and academics who are investing in the large-scale 
implementation of nature–based projects in urban settings. 
 
NBS and Biodiversity Policy: 
10 city NBS exemplars about re-naturing urban areas.  
Measuring impact on biodiversity remains a big challenge.  
 
Resources produced by the project that can help in assessing the impact of NBS:  
i) Technical solutions guidebook  
ii)  Impact assessment guidebook 
iii) Review of 93 environmental indicators 
iv) Evaluating the Impact of Nature-based Solutions: A Handbook for Practitioners 
v) CO-IMPACT tool 
 
NBS and Climate Policy 
The potential for alignment of NBS with other mainstream policy fields is vast. In climate change policy 
there is clear evidence of the contribution of NBS to reducing carbon emissions, climate adaptation and 
mitigation. Resources: 
Institutional embedding and alignment of NBS with city strategic policies and priorities, and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
Governance guidebook 
Co-production guidebook 
The three dimensions of sustainability of NBS for cities: Environmental, social, financial 
Large-scale public and private investment at institutional level and policy instruments can play an 
important role in incentivising landowners, infrastructure owners and planners, and citizens to invest in 
NBS and contribute to the protection and resilience of water urban ecosystems. Resources: 

• Connecting Nature Framework 
• Finance and Business Models Guidebook 
• NBS Business Model Canvas 
• CN Enterprise Platform – “Community on NBS for Water Management” (50 NBEs - 15 countries, 

525 users) 
Present how regulations and directives impact  (e.g., support or hinder) the implementation (and further 
upscaling) of NBS in urban areas. 
“The vital role of nature-based solutions in a nature positive economy, 2022, European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/307761” 

• Key issues and recommendations: 
Standards, measurement and valuation, public policy, economic opportunities, capacity building and 
awareness raising 
The presentation ended with an introduction to two discussion statements: 

1) Public procurement as a powerful driver for market stimulation of Nature-based Solutions 
2) Nature-based Solutions playing a relevant role to contribute to circularity challenges in cities 

  

about:blank
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Discussion Highlights  
 

Andrea Rubini:  

Can public procurement facilitate the adoption of NBS? 

Laura Wendling:  

Absolutely. In UNaLab we have established Nature Based Solutions in some Living Lab areas so that the 
procurement rules are relaxed compared to the public procurement processes that are standard within 
the cites. That has really helped in getting the stakeholders involved in defining solutions and some of 
the local material producers. 

Andrea Rubini: 

How can we see the leverage to putting better together the public and private sector of NBS? 

Maria Wirth: 

There are many different ways. One example is the real estate development process where there are a 
lot of public housing agencies who are often more sustainability oriented as part of their policies but 
often lack the know-how and the network compared to private companies that have both the know-
how and the technologies. Evidently there is a need for a partnerships here. Knowledge exchange and 
the consultations prosses related to the tendering for the construction companies or the architecture 
firms ect. is also something to be taken into account. 

When it comes to financing in the long term, the operation and maintenance of NBS is something that 
in the private sector plays a key role. Regarding urban development, planning the sites and 
implementing the construction it is really the maintenance that has a huge impact and constitutes the 
main barrier. Even if someone from the construction sector understands that it would be good to have 
more green spaces and more innovative greening, it is simple very costly to maintain as compared to 
concrete. This is why more often than not they concrete will be chosen, allowing the investor to make 
a profit bigger financial profit. This requires a lot more involvement steering from the public sector.  

Andrea Rubini: 

If we have to make a choice between grey infrastructure and green infrastructure, that we can include 
in NBS, then the choice of grey infrastructure might be even more costly because nature is able in 
principle to maintain itself, using the nature cycle. At the same time to invest in grey infrastructure 
means to invest in concreate and steal infrastructure that cannot repair itself. So we need a lot of 
investments. Maintenance is a big question mark when it comes to decide on what to invest in. 

Antonia Lorenzo: 

The experience of Bioazul in the implementation of vertical green structures on the city buildings can 
be seen as a winning modality for a sustainable balance between the investments for the green 
structures – where the public sector plays a vital role - and the costs for the maintenance that can create 
the necessary leverage to involve the private sector and the users.  

Laura Wendling: 

When we think of water management alone it is tempting to only look only at the cost or the benefit 
for water management regarding the infrastructure. On the other hand, when we start to add the co 
benefits we consider that Nature Based Solutions or blue-green-grey integrated infrastructures can 
provide all sorts of benefits some of which are more tangible, much more difficult to measure.  
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Taking into account what makes our urban areas pleasant and liveable and what are the potential long 
term cost of health care, particular to mental healthcare issues is also an important point. During the 
Covid pandemic we saw a lot of this which underlined how important our green spaces became. So on 
the one hand we can consider our green spaces as places for water management, to reduce run off, 
increase infiltration, recharge our aquifers and improve the quality of the water that is running  to the 
water surface bodies. On the other hand these green spaces provided a place for stress release and 
recreational opportunity as well as reportedly improved the mental health of individuals during a really 
difficult time in all of our lives. That is just a really tiny example of why we need to consider the full range 
of benefits when we talk about the costs and benefits and making comparisons. 

Maria Wirth: 

When we are making cost benefit comparisons it is really important to consider the multiple benefits 
that NBS can have. If we compare over a long time the operational costs of NBS to that of concrete, the 
second will be much cheaper. If we factor in all the maintenance of peoples wellbeing or public health 
or even just building, cooling or infrastructure maintenance from flooding ect., NBS becomes potentially 
more financially attractive and that is definitely a calculation we need to make and publicise much more. 

Simos Malamis : 

I come from a country were the public procurement is usually the one that bids the lowest and the 
cheapest gets the work so I think that integrating in the public procurement co-benefits not favouring 
per say NBS building on the benefits like energy efficiency, water circularity, water re use, decreasing 
the heat waves ect. All these important aspects could be integrated an provide an advantage to the 
once that select these solutions. Also NBS can be low cost solutions. There are also hybrid solutions  that 
could also reduce the footprint of NBS. 

Andrea Rubini: 

Making a choice between centralised and decentralised solutions is something that we saw today as 
well as the matter of investment, the cost of maintenance and also over coming this culture problem 
about the adoption of NBS in a new vision about bringing back nature to cities. It is a cultural change 
and an investment challenge. There are policy implications in terms of how policy and legislation can 
support this important change. Can the choice between cartelised solutions and decentralised solutions 
support the adoption of NBS in the long term? 

Panagiotis Balabanis : 

It is important to bring different types of views and different types of projects. Here we have a really 
nice example of projects which have been funded within the biodiversity nature based solutions part of 
environmental program but then the projects are working more on water, sustainable management of 
water resources. There you can see really good examples the world of NBS has really large range of type 
of activities that sometimes might not have the term of NBS per say. 

NBS can support finding a better balance between the centralised and decentralised solutions for urban 
areas. Projects can also provide guidance to the actors in charge of the implementation  of NBS which 
nature goes beyond the pure technical areas. 

The EU Missions of Horizon Europe are also important to mobilise new policy tools and financing 
resources for NBS. Several of the Missions are water related and hence represent important 
opportunities for the NBS sector to improve and expand. 

Additional opportunities for NBS are represented by the work programs of Horizon Europe and the 
NextGenerationEU Programme that deploys important resources at national level in the EU MS. 
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Take aways 
 

Andrea Rubini: 

• We really need to work in a systemic approach and all forces and resources need to join hands 
to bring really back nature to cities, to our societies in general. 

Jaime Nivala: 

• It is clear that there is a wide range of perspectives to take into account when we are looking 
into NBS especially in the urban environment and those related to water management.  

• There is calls for dealing, identifying the full range of co-benefits that are available in these 
systems. This still seems to be an obstacle that we are yet to overcome taking into account both 
the tangible and the intangible benefits.  

• Technology development needs intensification specifically for urban areas. Among other things 
looking towards as a collateral group providing guidelines and recommendations for policy 
makers. 
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Relevant EU Policy, Strategies and Regulations  
 

Biodiversity Strategy 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en  

FR Fertilising Products Regulation (EU) 2019/1009 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1009  
 
European Green Deal 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1596443911913&uri=CELEX:52019DC0640#document2   

ROPL Regulation on organic production, labelling and control 889/2008/EC 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32008R0889 

RSMLCF Regulation setting maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs 1881/2006/EC 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32006R1881  

RWRA Water Reuse Regulation (EU) 2020/741 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0741 

SSD Sewage Sludge Directive 86/278/EEC 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31986L0278 

UWWTD Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 91/271/EEC 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A31991L0271 

WFD Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32000L0060 
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Introduction 
 

The workshop on “The role of Wetlands and other Nature-Based Solutions to tackle Water Scarcity in 
the Circular Economy Era” was organised in Lyon, France, and online (hybrid event) on 7th November 
2022 as a Water Projects Europe event, as part of clustering activities of T7.3 planned in WP7 
(Communication, Clustering, and Dissemination) of the Horizon 2020 MULTISOURCE Project1. 

The EU-funded MULTISOURCE project intends to demonstrate enhanced natural treatment solutions 
(ENTS) for a wide range of urban waters and enable users to identify multiple sources for local water 
reuse, promote increased uptake of nature-based solutions and minimise the discharge of inadequately 
treated water. The project includes seven pilots treating a wide range of urban waters. 

This workshop is part of Water Project Europe (WPE) that is a series of events of Water Europe made to 
learn from and build on the experience of innovating projects working on converging topics. WPE aims 
at clustering water-related projects by thematic areas to allow them to interact, mutually build on the 
respective experience, support policy development, and stimulate the market uptake of innovations. 
The workshop session was co-hosted by IWA, INRAE/INSA, HYDROUSA, and Andrea Rubini (Director of 
Operations of Water Europe). 

The event invited six NBS recently initiated projects and one almost completed project (HYDROUSA) 
funded by Horizon 2020, and COST to give their view and experience on the NBS challenges and 
opportunities.  

The event was opened by a keynote speech, followed by the presentation of the projects and their 
objectives. The panellists presented a variety of perspectives on Wetlands and NbS in tackling water 
scarcity in the Circular Economy. In particular, they provided some input on the four sustainability 
strands of the NbS for wetlands: governance, implementation, financing, and connectivity, as well as 
provided insights on the supporting and hindering factors of existing regulations and directives. An 
overview of their contribution to achieving a Water-Smart Society was also mentioned. 

Starting from the critical mass of knowledge built up by the HYDROUSA project, the panel discussed 
solutions and barriers that can foster or hinder NbS as a tool for restoring and creating wetlands in urban 
and rural areas for efficient water management and support the achievement of the objectives of the 
EU Green Deal and the Zero-Pollution Strategy. The focus was on:  

• Promote resource recovery and circularity in the water sector by the implementation of 
NbS and the integration of green with grey infrastructure     

• Enhance a sustainable urban water management cycle through constructed and already 
existing wetlands.  

• Restore degraded wetlands using Nature-based Solutions to improve the resilience of 
ecosystems, toward a zero-pollution goal for water and the ecosystems.  

• Promote models to make wetlands an attractive deal for society, business, and the 
environment, supporting climate change adaptation and mitigation.  

• Develop smart governance policies and processes for wetlands in cities and towns to 
support and optimise stakeholders’ engagement and decision-making for a Water-Smart 
Society  

 

 

1 ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment SOlutions in URban water CyclEs 
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The workshop on “The role of Wetlands and other Nature-Based Solutions to tackle Water Scarcity in 
the Circular Economy Era” concluded with a participatory discussion among the speakers. 

The event was participated by more than 70 registered participants and live streamed on social media. 
The  recording stored on youtube – available at the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ5wO-
gZ8qU -  can count on 170 views at the time of the drafting of this report.  

The participating projects were:   

• HYDROUSA (https://www.hydrousa.org/) 

• SOLU-BIOD  

• COST Action Circular Cities (https://circular-city.eu/) 

• MULTISOURCE (https://multisource.eu/) 

• NICE (https://nice-nbs.eu/) 

• FIT4REUSE (www.fit4reuse.org) 
 

The panellists: 

Simos Malamis (NTUA), Xavier Le Roux (BioEEnViS), Guenter Langergraber (BOKU), Fabio Masi (Iridra), 
Daiane Trevisan (CETIM), Attilio Toscano (University of Bologna), Francesca Framba (Metropolitan City 
of Milan), Birgit De Bock (Aquafin), Carme Machí Castañer (ICLEI), Titouan Graff (IWA), and Marco Beroš 
(European Investment Bank) 

All presentations are available at: 07.11.2022 - WPE2022 (HYDROUSA) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ5wO-gZ8qU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ5wO-gZ8qU
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.fit4reuse.org/
https://wsstp1.sharepoint.com/sites/WaterEurope/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?folderid=0dfa0bca242a447bd98355b234564fd81&authkey=Af5GtS-ZNKKCbORwbal29so&e=5S8yls
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Workshop Agenda 

TIME SUBJECT 

14:00-14:15 
Welcome from HYDROUSA, IWA and Water Europe 

2 – 3 poll questions 

14:15-14:30 Keynote speech (HYDROUSA), Simos Malamis, NTUA, Project Coordinator 

14:30-15:20 Projects Presentation 

 

- SOLU-BIOD Xavier Le Roux, BioEEnViS 
- COST Action Circular Cities: Guenter Langergraber, BOKU 
- MULTISOURCE, Fabio Masi, Iridra 
- NICE, Daiane Trevisan, CETIM 
- FIT4REUSE Attilio Toscano, University of Bologna 

  
15:20-15:40 Networking coffee 

15:40-16:25 
Presenting the perspectives of different actors on Wetlands and NbS in tackling 
water scarcity in the Circular Economy 

 The governance side 
Francesca Framba, Metropolitan City of Milan  

 
 
The implementing side 
Birgit De Bock, Aquafin  

 

 
The financing side 
Marco Beroš, Senior Expert, Water Division, Projects Directorate, European  
Investment Bank 

 

 
The connection side 
Carme Machí Castañer, ICLEI 
  

16:25-16:40 
Panel discussion between governance, implementation, investments, and projects 
about running and future challenges and way to address them (moderated by IWA 
and Water Europe) 
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Natural based solutions like Wetlands for Water Scarcity challenges, 
pressures and opportunities: Projects Presentation 

HYDROUSA  
Simos Malamis (NTUA) 

Demonstration of water loops with innovative regenerative business models for the 
Mediterranean region 

HYDROUSA project demonstrates the implementation of low-cost, nature-based and other engineered 
solutions for the recovery of non-conventional water sources (wastewater, seawater, rainwater and 
vapour water) to be used in agriculture and for domestic use in the Mediterranean region.   

The project supports the Biodiversity Strategy by using of fertigation and recycled nutrients, reducing 
pollution from excess nutrients, multi-cropping practices e.g. agroforestry, organic farming and 
permaculture practices, biodiversity assessment as well as fertigation, agroforestry and CWs. The results 
of agroforestry by using reclaimed water in the years 2022 compared to 2021, showed a significant 
increase in plant height and crop production of maize when reclaimed water is used for irrigation with  
minimum fertilizer requirements. 

HYDROUSAs contribution to building sustainable urban NBS focuses on the replication of their demo 
sites. HYDROUSA also from a social point of view created a fertile environment for citizens: 
Ethnobotanical studies based on locals input were conducted, Salinity, pH and microbial contamination 
as main water quality parameters to monitor were identified by locals, some vegetable boxes were 
produced from the circular production of HYDRO 6, and 22 job opportunities from locals 
directly contributing to HYDRO development were created. Overall, more than 100 citizens are 
participating in co-creation activities. 

SOLU-BIOD 
Xavier Le Roux (BioEEnViS) 

Transformative change towards sustainability through Nature-based Solutions 

NbS have great potential to provide effective responses to societal challenges like climate change and 
creating new jobs, improving human well-being and preserving biodiversity. While usual engineered 
solutions are fixed, Solu-BioD is an integrated programme that aims to promote the development of 
NbS as transformative responses to environmental change based on the potential of nature. These 
solutions are systemic, adaptable, resilient and sustainable. 

Nature-Based Solutions serve as protection, restoration and sustainable management of 
(socio)ecosystems to tackle societal challenges. NbS always include a benefit for biodiversity, while 
generating social, economic, and environmental advantages. Four main knowledge gaps that have to be 
filled have been identified: the role of Genetic Diversity and Evolutionary Potential, what are the norms, 
rules, financial tools, and governance systems favoring NbS success, how to evaluate these very holistic 
solutions correlated to the scaling up of the aforementioned mechanism, and the necessity to build 
scenarios and models for NbS under global challenges. 

The goal of Solu-BioD is to operate Transformative Changes for the environment, but first in the 
Research Environment itself, starting from modifying the agenda towards a more systematic approach. 
That leads to a deep understanding of the biological, economic and social dimensions of NbS, which 
brings to the rethink of the access to information, training and education. In order to achieve that, the 
project will fund Living Labs, networks, equipment, education, training for professionals, and it will also 
lunch calls for research projects and chairs for excellence.  
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COST Action Circular Cities 
Guenter Langergraber (BOKU) 

Implementing nature-based solutions for creating a resourceful circular city 

COST Action Circular Cities is an innovative project that started in 2018, with the core belief that if cities 
do not adapt their current infrastructure and resource management, they will not be able to cope with 
these challenges. To build adaptive cities, Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) are one element that can help 
to achieve this transition.  

COST Action is a peculiar system, aimed at funding networking activities, such as meetings, workshops, 
conferences, training schools, short-term scientific missions (STSMs) and dissemination activities. As for 
Research, each participant has its Research Sources, and the project tries to harmonize their outcomes. 
The network counts now 40 countries, more than 650 people. The main outcomes so far have been a 
report on the state of the art and existing case studies, the catalogue of potential solutions 
for providing/recovering resources with NBS, and a guideline on combined NBS and CE 
possibilities within the urban environment. 
 
The participants learned about the main urban circularity challenges related to the shift from a linear 
economy to a circular one: how to minimize linear import and consumption of new resources, and how 
to minimize waste production. Nature-based Solutions can indeed address specific Urban Circularity 
Challenges and close the urban cycles. They can serve, for example, for getting new functions out of 
new buildings, reuse of nutrients, wastewaters, food and biomass production etc.  
   
NbS can be technologies, but also spatial units - such as urban forests -  and soil intervention - such as 
phytoremediations and composting. As a result, the next steps will be their Guidance Tool to use their 
framework, a training course for city officials/administrators/planners, and a Circular City On-line course
. 

 

MULTISOURCE 
Fabio Masi (IRIDRA) 

MULTISOURCE (ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment SOlutions in URban water 
CyclEs) 

MULTISOURCE stands for ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment SOlutions in 
URban water CyclEs. It is a Horizon2020 funded program, that started in June 2021 and will last until 
May 2025. The main objectives of the project are to demonstrate enhanced natural treatment systems 
(ENTS) pilots in operational environments in order to: 

- establish policy-oriented risk assessment for NBS for water treatment (NBSWT) 
- foster increased financial investments into NBSWT 
- increase transfer of international know-how and technical understanding of ENTS 

 
as well as create a basis for the identification of the most suitable NBSWT for a given context; enable 
water stakeholders to assess and compare different spatial environmental and economic scenarios 
(both with and without NBSWT) on a city-wide scale; increase urban water stakeholder engagement in 
NBSWT planning, implementation & maintenance; improve urban governance and policies for 
implementation of NBSWT, and facilitate processes to update existing standards. 
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MULTISOURCE contributes to water saving, recycling and reuse, by promoting nature-based solutions, 
which can provide new resources as appropriately treated effluents, “new water”, recovered nutrients,  
and biomasses. It also contributes to water scarcity issues, by promoting NBS that are designed to 
reduce the pressure on urban sewage. MULTISOURCE solutions are modular and enable to cost-
effectively adapt and expand urban water infrastructure to increased heavy rainfall events. Increase 
water availability by capturing and treating stormwater, greywater, and wastewater for reuse. The 
solutions also enable decentralized treatment and reuse, and thereby to close water cycles locally. 

Main outputs of Multisource are the Monitoring of seven ENTS pilots in operational environments; the 
MULTISOURCE NBSWT Selection and Design Tool; MULTISOURCE Planning Platform, comprised of 
modular, open-source urban water planning tools that enable systematic assessment of NBSWT on a city-
wide scale;  case studies and roll-out of MULTISOURCE tools in partner cities; and policy 
recommendations for increased uptake of urban NBSWT. 

 

NICE 
Daiane Trevisan (CETIM)   

Innovative and Enhanced Nature-based Solutions for Sustainable Urban Water Cycle 

The presentation started with a short introduction to the project (Budget of ~5M€, period of 48 months, 
14 partners), to explain then the key ambitions of the project: 

1) To widen the availability of enhanced NBS to provide circular urban water solutions 
2) Provide key knowledge for the design and implementation of NBS that will help achieve the goal 

of closing urban water loops. 
3) NICE solutions will make available reusable water for different purposes 
4) Mitigate pollution and runoff  
5) Provide NbS as an important integral part of the urban landscape 

 

The strategy of the NICE project consists of gathering information, reviewing NbS, and improving the 
existing solutions, such as green roofs, to treat water in pilot Urban Real Labs and upscale them. The 
technical objectives of the NICE project go from improvement and optimization of NbS for water 
treatment, CECs removal, to reducing pressure on existing freshwater resources and create green jobs. 
Moreover, they aim at reaching NBS with lower cost and Increased business opportunities for 
installation NBS for water treatment.  

Despite some challenges like institutional fragmentation and inadequate regulations, the project strives 
to contribute to the concept of Water-smart city and contribute towards adaptation to climate change 
by integrating NbS into the urban water cycle, reducing pressure on existing freshwater resources; 
increased investments into natural water treatment solutions; improved quality of urban water bodies; 
creation of sustainable urban water management; and water for reuse and availability.  

 

  



 

10 
These projects have received funding from the European Union research and 
innovation programmes under different grant agreements 

 

FIT4REUSE 
Attilio Toscano (University of Bologna) 

Nature-based Solutions for improving availability of agricultural water resources in the Mediterranean 
region 
 
The project FIT4REUSE is a non-conventional project, as it is part of the PRIMA programme, supported 
under the fund of Horizon 2020. The main objective of FIT4REUSE is to provide safe, locally sustainable 
and accepted ways of water supply for the Mediterranean agricultural sector by exploiting non-
conventional water resources, namely treated wastewater and desalted water. 
 
As the project gets closer to the end, the outcomes were several pilot systems in different countries for 
non-conventional water treatment; the development of a simulation platform for predicting 
performance of project technologies in conditions different than the experimental ones; the use of 
treated non-conventional water in agricultural irrigation; holistic assessment of the whole cycle and 
value-chain of the production/treatment of non-conventional water resources and their 
actual application; a water reuse safety (risk management) plan to enable safe use of treated non-
conventional water; and a multi-stakeholder and multi-level platform for knowledge co-production and 
a participatory vision building process.  
 
The pilots shown were in Italy, Tunisia, and Greece.  In the Imola site pilot, the integrated plant is able 
to produce the highest quality required by the EU regulations for water reuse in agriculture. Wastewater 
treatment is extremely important in the Mediterranean region, especially with the undermining effects 
of climate change, and how NbS is correctly used in this area is promising and effective. 
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Presenting the perspectives of different actors on Wetlands and NbS in tackling water scarcity in the 
Circular Economy 

The governance side 
Francesca Framba (Metropolitan City of Milan) 

Metropolitan Sponge City 

The Metropolitan City of Milan adapted a strategy, which is also a project, called Sponge City, for a city 
with a high population density and urbanization, that faces problems such as water runoff, and urban 
heat islands. By promoting and implementing climate change adaptation measures and concomitantly 
develop mitigation policies, Milan is paving the way to making the metropolitan territory capable of 
absorbing extreme climatic events through the implementation of widespread and technologically 
advanced interventions, paying attention to the impact not only on the environment but also on social 
vulnerability. 

On their roadmap started in 2016, within the metropolitan urban agenda they structured European 
projects as a partnership, that made possible to acquire knowledge on NbS for urban cities, knowledge 
of the territory and subsequential assessing and evaluation tools to adapt the solutions to Milan. In 
numbers, what made the Sponge City project possible: over 90 interventions in public areas feeding the 
aquifer (Flowerbeds / Drainage trenches, Areas of bioretention, Detention basins etc), a territorial 
network of 32 municipalities in the metropolitan area, with € 50,194,049.66 in fundings.  

From a governance project perspective, it is articulated into different actors, as the starting point is 
Europe with the Next Gen EU funds, that once they pass to the Italian country through the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, which has calls for funds dedicated to metropolitan cities. There is a contract between 
the Ministry and the City of Milan, called act of obligation, a public law contract, that then pass this 
agreement between the MC of Milan and the Municipalities and Integrated Water Service Provider. In 
this structured process, the MIM is the beneficiary of the funds in charge to define a strategy with 
responsibility for the results. 

 

The implementing side 
Birgit De Bock (Aquafin)  

An utilities perspective on NBS & wetlands in a circular water economy 

Aquafin is a wastewater utility, with 323 wastewater treatment plants in Flanders, 1893 pumping 
stations and buffer basins, 6.618 km of sewers, and 1200 employees. Since 2013, their vision is to clean 
water courses, instead of just putting water underground and letting it flow to the river. It is related to 
wastewater clarification, but also to the environment and harmony with water. Their key word is the 
multifunctionality of water that truly captures its value. As an example, green small garden in the city of 
Antwerp were implemented as NbS nourished by rainwater, as well as green walls.  

Their goal is to inspire the government and citizens regarding the value of Nature-Based Solutions and 
what do they look like, and they collected practical solutions on their website to easily display to these 
actors, that can be filtered according to the place in which the viewer wants to implement them. They 
want to merge constantly and connect blue and green, from an engineering point of view, together with 
other fields’ experts to integrate visions and knowledge. 

One of the main challenges that they are coping is space, paired with a necessary mind shift in 
municipalities, cities and engineers, as nature is not an exact science, and more complex than theory.  
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The financing side   
Marco Beroš (European Investment Bank) 

A Financier’s Perspective on Nature Based Solutions in the Water Sector 

The EIB adopted the climate strategy years ago and it is committed to lead the financing community in 
the aim to reach the climate targets. According to their Roadmap and the Adaptation Plan, the EIB 
wanted to increase its level of support to climate action and environmental sustainability to exceed 50% 
of its overall lending activity by 2025, but already in 2021 climate action and environmental 
sustainability financing by the EIB totalled EUR 27.6 Billon (51% of total lending). The reason is to 
demonstrate that each project which gets funded has a climate action component, either for adaptation 
or mitigation.  

The commitment is also to implement the EU Green Deal, so they updated their environmental and 
social standards this year, to have a sustainable and inclusive growth and to achieve a just and fair 
transition to a resilient, low carbon green economy.  

Regarding Nature-based Solutions, there is a problem on the definition of the term, that changes 
between the European Commission and the IUCN. Even if they are similar, but the IUCN published a 
global standard, that combines the definition with eight criteria and assessment tools, which are 
currently missing in the European Commission. So far, only few countries adopted the IUCN definition, 
and that is limiting because for financers there is the need for common standards, especially for co-
funded projects. NbS also need to be boosted as they only attract 3% of global climate fundings.  

Highlights from the case-study in Germany are the related lesson learned after 30 years of river 
restoration of the Emscherand its tributaries: Nature-based solutions take time (10 years or more), the 
Emscherwill never be a natural river (treated effluent content, persistent soil pollution, no full continuity 
due to infrastructure). Extensive stakeholder consultation pays off: there was not a single NGO 
complaint in 30 years. 

 

The connection side   
Carme Machí Castañer (ICLEI) 

Connecting actors in urban water-orientated NBS: the experience from the H2020 NICE and 
MULTISOURCE projects 

To engage with the stakeholders and to better disseminate the knowledge related to the two projects 
NICE and MULTISOURCE, different actions were taken.  

For MULTISOURCE, they designed stakeholders engagement activities. The first step was to map the 
stakeholders, followed by a co-design stakeholder engagement framework, based on the 3 nurturing 
questions: why, who and how to engage with, that should be implemented in the following months. As 
part of this process, a short (1-yr) and long (4-yrs) term strategy will be designed by pilots/partners on 
a road-map template.  

For NICE, also dissemination, knowledge exchange and engagement efforts were done, but in a different 
way. The NICE Cities Panel (NCP), launched by ICLEI in Spring of this year, connected NICE Urban Real 
Labs (URLs) and Fellow Sites with new cities that applied to be part of this panel, which enabled to: 

• connect with Local Governments and listen to their specific water challenges 

• map cities’ needs and partners’ potential expertise inputs, to further design for NICE capacity-
building and knowledge exchange 

• involve MULTISOURCE partners in the process of supporting the NCP cities, and bring in their 
expertise on NBS for a more sustainable urban water cycle 
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Discussion Panel Highlights  

Andrea Rubini:  

The common understanding is that there are problems in legislation, in financing NbS, in developing 
NbS considering the time it requires. Then there are the benefits and the question mark on how to 
involve everybody including citizens.   

Xavier Le Roux:  

It is difficult to have all stakeholders around the same table and have a common vision and answers, 
because there are different types of stakeholders, some easy to reach, some not, and they will have 
different opinions and expectations. We need to reinvent governmental systems to address this 
problem, to avoid selling NbS as a one-size-fits-all solution without including the important aspect of 
discussion leading to more informed choices. 

Simos Malamis: 

Sometimes gaps in legislation do not favour natural-based solution and make it difficult the integration 
of green infrastructures with water technologies.  

Francesca Framba 

The Metropolitan city of Milan and the Lombardi region changed their legislation in 2019 based on 
guidelines for the implementation of nature-based solution provided by Iridra. Beside, they can witness 
some lacks in the administrative side but also in the implementation side, when you have to implement 
the NBS there are a few problems mainly about rain water and on how we have to treat the rain water 
that go into the sewer sewage system. So it's really a process going on but we see the necessity to bring 
some more clearance. 

Birgit De Bock 

Struggling in the implementation phase is also rised by the Flanders water utlitity for which legislation 
now asks to infiltrate water focusing more on quantity while is overlooking quality for the time being. 
Improvement in quality compliance is expected in the next few years.  

Attilio Toscano 

It is important to stress that there is the need to have a clear definition of NBS that should be able to 
cope with other sectors as well. It is not good if each sector reinvents the definition of NBS. The ambition 
would be that the definition of NBS is suitable for more sectors to allow the different communities to 
meet and to tackle different challenges and at the same time to avoid to have a definition for water, for 
forestry, agriculture, for urbanization, for Coastal erosion.  

Marco Beroš 

As for other standards, also for NBS there is the need of having a better understanding, elaborate the  
standard in a collaborative process, test it many times to be sure about its suitability for different sectors 
and different types of projects to be endorsed  by the European union, by IWA or by the World Bank or 
the EIB to really give it the momentum become more important in the the international field of nature-
based solutions 

Fabio Masi 

There is the need to have a common view and holistic approach when looking at the multi-purpose 
application of NBS and include all the different aspects in terms of benefits that can be obtained by this 
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kind of adoption. In the design phase, we should consider to include the benefits of using NBS, e.g. their 
values in the environmental, social and economic fields and stop calling them side benefits. We should 
include the costs that the society has to pay by losing this kind of benefits for instance efficiency in the 
long-term maintenance with special attention on how the European policies can help to let the 
stakeholders understand the importance of the decentralized concept if adopted in a proper way. 

Carme Machí Castañer 

Regarding decentralisation, I think it is an urban phenomenon that occurs all over the world in different 
ways. There are many different urban dispersion patterns. Wastewater treatment solutions with NBS 
are the only way we can address the problem, paying attention making it always at the community level, 
because if we don't start talking to the community and make them aware of this problem, it cannot be 
implemented in the regulatory framework as well. 

 

Take aways  

• Gaps in legislation do not favour natural-based solution and make it difficult the integration of 
green infrastructures with water technologies.  

• There is the need to have a clear definition of NBS suitable for more sectors to allow the 
different communities to meet and to tackle different challenges and to cope with different 
sectors. 

• NBS cannot be implemented in the regulatory framework without the direct involvement of 
communities. 

• Development of effective business models for the sustainable management of NBS are needed 
beyond the necessary investments for realising the NBS. 
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Introduction 
 

As cities strive to become more sustainable and resilient, integrating a gender perspective into urban 
planning and Nature-Based Solutions (NbS) is essential to achieving equitable outcomes. The 
MULTISOURCE project webinar, "Integrating Gender Perspective in Nature-Based Solutions for 
Sustainable Cities", explored how addressing gender dynamics can enhance the effectiveness, 
inclusivity, and long-term impact of NbS initiatives. By incorporating diverse experiences and needs, 
such solutions can help create safer, more accessible, and thriving urban environments for all. 

MULTISOURCE is an EU-funded project that aims to facilitate the systematic, city-wide planning of NbS 
for urban water treatment, storage, and reuse. With seven technical pilots across Europe and the USA, 
the project addresses a wide range of urban water contexts, while co-designing decision support tools 
in collaboration with local, national, and international stakeholders. 

The workshop was organised online on 18 March 2025 as a Water Projects Europe (WPE) event, within 
the framework of the Horizon 2020 MULTISOURCE project, and as part of the clustering activities under 
Task 7.3 in Work Package 7 (Communication, Clustering, and Dissemination). The NICE project also 
contributed to the event. 

Water Projects Europe is a series of events developed by Water Europe to foster collaboration among 
water-related research and innovation projects working on converging topics. The WPE format aims to 
facilitate thematic clustering, encourage mutual learning, support policy development, and accelerate 
the market uptake of innovative solutions. 

The webinar focused on the added value of gender mainstreaming in the design and implementation of 
urban NbS, demonstrating how inclusive approaches can improve not only environmental performance 
but also social equity and urban well-being. Insights were shared by both MULTISOURCE and NICE 
projects, alongside contributions from external professionals specialising in gender, systemic change, 
and social innovation. The event highlighted how urban NbS, when developed through a gender-
responsive lens, can produce co-benefits that support equitable access to green infrastructure and 
contribute to safer, more resilient cities. 

The event was attended by 38 participants out of 59 registered, and was livestreamed on Water 
Europe’s social media channels, reaching an additional 14 views on YouTube and 129 views on LinkedIn, 
for a total audience of 202 participants. The full recording is available on YouTube at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsIF7v5WYVI, which had counted 14 views at the time of drafting 
this report. 

By showcasing real-world challenges and opportunities, the event reinforced the importance of 
embedding gender-responsive approaches into NbS strategies as a key step toward realising a Water-
Smart Society, where inclusive, nature-based solutions are central to long-term urban resilience and 
sustainable water management. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsIF7v5WYVI
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Workshop Agenda 
 

Time Speaker Title 
11.00 Opening (5’)  
Welcome and handover  
 

Laura Wendling 
Green-Grey Infra and 
Nature-based Solutions 
Expert Group Leader, Water 
Europe; Infrastructure Senior 
Resercher, SINTEF 
 

 

11.05 Keynote Speech (15’) 
 

Luisa Prista 
Advisor of Water Europe 
Board, EU Women on 
Boards, EU Network  
Women in Leadership, and 
former senior manager at 
the EU Commission 
 

Gender and Nature-Based 
Solutions: Hidden Values? 
 

11.20 MULTISOURCE (10’)  
 

Ana Kalin  
Gender expert at Forum for 
Equitable Development 
 

From policy to practice and 
back to policy 
 

11.30 NICE (10’)  
 

Viviane Japiassú Viana  
NICE Gender Advisor. Water 
& Gender Advisor 
 

Challenges for a gender-
sensitive approach in 
nature-based solutions 
projects and research 
 

11.40 Expert Contributions 
(10’)  
 

Anita d’Agnolo Vallan 
Senior expert in Systemic 
Change Management, Social 
and Behavioral Change for 
the SDGs (with a key focus 
on Gender Equality), trainer 
and professor. 
 

Systemic Change 
Management: a concrete 
discipline to make the green 
transition just and successful 
 

11.50 Panel Discussion (35’) Laura Wendling  
Moderator 

 

12.25 Wrap-up and Closure Laura Wendling  
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Integrating Gender Perspective in Nature-Based Solutions for 
Sustainable Cities  

 

 

 

Keynote Speech  
Luisa Prista - Advisor of Water Europe Board, EU Women on Boards, EU Network  
Women in Leadership, and former senior manager at the EU Commission 
Title: Gender and Nature-Based Solutions: Hidden Values? 
 

The speech aims to  highlight and demonstrate  the economic and societal importance of integrating 
gender equity and nature-based solutions (NBS) in urban planning and innovation.  It is a call for action. 
Gender disparities persist in STEM, Green Tech, AI, in leadership and decision making positions,  
threatening not only Europe’s  innovation potential, and competitiveness, but also  putting at risk the 
ability to design and built  an inclusive, equitable  and sustainable cities  for all. Often urban projects  
overlook gender differences, and fail to integrate gender dimension in projects  leading to missed 
economic opportunities and inefficient urban development. Evidence shows that fostering diversity, 
inclusion, considering  different gender perspectives  and including gender dimension in Nature Based 
Solutions projects, result in better cities - fully serving  their populations and bringing invaluable 
economic, environmental and social benefits. However there are key barriers to cope while fully 
exploiting these concepts. The good news is that opportunities outweigh the challenges and innovative  
tools and methodologies  are available and  successful. The future of our cities  relies on our choice: 
Business as usual or shifting for  a culture of valuing our hidden resources – Gender and NBS 
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Luisa Prista delivered a compelling keynote highlighting the critical need to integrate gender equity into 
nature-based solutions (NBS) and urban planning, framing it not only as a matter of fairness but as a key 
driver for innovation, economic growth, and sustainability. Drawing on the latest She Figures 2024 
report and her decades of experience at the European Commission, Luisa emphasised how gender 
disparities—particularly in STEM fields, leadership, and research—undermine Europe’s innovation 
potential and long-term competitiveness. She argued that overlooking the gender dimension in NBS 
risks reinforcing existing inequalities and delivering incomplete or ineffective solutions. Instead, she 
advocated for a paradigm shift that recognises the economic and societal value of inclusive approaches. 
Luisa stressed the importance of moving beyond token representation toward genuine integration of 
gender perspectives across all stages of research, innovation, and implementation. She endorsed tools 
like Water-Oriented Living Labs as effective mechanisms for stakeholder engagement and systemic 
change, and concluded with a call to action: achieving inclusive, resilient cities requires deliberate, data-
driven gender integration—starting now. 
 

MULTISOURCE  
Ana Kalin - Gender expert at Forum for Equitable Development 
Title: From policy to practice and back to policy 
 

Gender equality is one of the founding values of the European Union (EU), which dates back to the 
Treaty of Rome. This value is preserved in overarching EU legal and policy documents, including in the 
area of Research & Innovation. Yet despite these numerous efforts, a gap remains between the 
regulatory strategies and mechanisms, and their translation into practice through projects. The 
presentation was based on 2 Knowledge briefs developed as part of MULTISOURCE. The first one 
focuses on how well gender is in practice integrated into NBS, why it would pay off for organisations to 
step up with these efforts, and what steps they could take to step up the gender-sensitive approach. 
The second one offers suggestions on how decision-makers could promote this through projects, 
funded by the Horizon programme. 
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Ana Kalin, gender expert for the Multisource project, focused her intervention on the persistent gap 
between EU-level gender equality policies and their practical implementation in nature-based solutions 
(NBS) projects. Drawing from her research and survey across several Horizon-funded consortia, Ana 
highlighted that while gender balance in numbers is improving, deeper integration—such as gender-
disaggregated data collection, analysis, and mainstreaming into project activities—remains limited and 
inconsistent. Ana stressed that gender equality plans, although mandatory for public institutions under 
Horizon Europe, are often treated as formalities rather than transformative tools. To bridge the policy-
practice gap, Ana advocated for stronger leadership support, ongoing training, dedicated resources, and 
the inclusion of gender experts and focal points throughout project lifecycles. She emphasised that 
gender-sensitive planning should begin from project design and be maintained through implementation 
and evaluation, ensuring not only representation but also influence. Her key message: policy 
commitments must be matched by structural support, institutional accountability, and cultural change 
to make gender inclusion in NBS both meaningful and effective. 

 

NICE 
11.30 NICE (10’)  
Viviane Japiassú Viana - NICE Gender Advisor. Water & Gender Advisor. 
Title: Challenges for a gender-sensitive approach in nature-based solutions projects and research 
 

The presentation addressed the key barriers and opportunities for integrating gender perspectives 
into NBS projects. The discussion includes how traditional environmental research and projects often 
overlook gender dynamics, leading to unequal benefits and impacts on different genders. Some 
takeaways to considerer is: 

• Projects must generate and make available gender and disaggregated data 

• It is important to recognizing how gender roles influence access to and control over natural 
resources, as well as the differential impacts of environmental solutions on men, women, and 
gender-diverse individuals. 
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• It is essential to raise awareness at all levels of the project team about the importance of 
gender equity and to develop strategies to promote it from leadership to implementation 
levels. 

 

 

 

Viviane Japiassú Viana, gender adviser for the NICE project, shed light on the real-world challenges of 

applying gender-sensitive approaches in nature-based solutions (NBS), particularly from a Latin 

American perspective. She emphasized the persistent underrepresentation of women in leadership, 

STEM, and decision-making roles, noting that even in gender-focused projects, achieving balance 

remains difficult due to systemic barriers and cultural norms. Drawing on data from the NICE project, 

she illustrated how women are often overrepresented in unpaid or voluntary roles while being 

underrepresented in research and leadership positions. Viviane also highlighted structural inequalities 

such as land ownership rights, which limit women’s participation in projects related to agriculture and 

natural resource management. She advocated for meaningful participation of women from the outset 

of project design through to implementation and monitoring, stressing the importance of 

intersectionality and community knowledge. A key takeaway from her talk was the urgent need for 

gender-disaggregated data and clear indicators to measure progress, as without them, gender equity 

risks being overlooked or inadequately addressed in practice. 

 

Expert Contributions  
Title: Systemic Change Management: a concrete discipline to make the green transition just and 
successful 
Anita d’Agnolo Vallan - Senior expert in Systemic Change Management, Social and Behavioral Change 
for the SDGs (with a key focus on Gender Equality), trainer and professor. 
 
Without integrating the human aspect of the change process, the transition of urban areas toward the 
adoption of nature-based solutions risks failing in implementation and long-term success. The human 
side of change involves fully incorporating both the target system and its people at every stage of the 
green transformation—from ideation to realization. Achieving this requires adopting a specialized 
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discipline known as Systemic Change Management (SCM), which aligns the system’s formal norms and 
social codes, as well as people’s perceptions and daily behaviors to the expected and desired result. 
SCM ensures the feasibility, effectiveness, relevance, ownership, and sustainability of projects, as long 
as it places a strong emphasis on mainstreaming gender and diversity as central drivers of the process. 
If this does not happen, nature-based solutions are at stake from multiple perspectives. 

 

 

 

Anita d’Agnolo Vallan, consultant for the United Nations and expert in systemic change management, 
emphasised the essential role of addressing the human side of change in ensuring the success of NBS. 
Using the metaphor of a bridge between a proposed NBS and its long-term impact, she explained that 
without the inclusion, ownership, and active participation of people—particularly through gender and 
diversity mainstreaming—solutions risk being ineffective, unsustainable, or even counterproductive. 
Systemic change management provides the methodologies and tools needed to align organizational 
systems and individual behaviors with new sustainability goals. Anita illustrated how the absence of this 
alignment can lead to resistance, unintended negative consequences, or failed implementation, using 
practical urban greening scenarios as examples. She also highlighted successful gender-inclusive 
approaches, such as Vienna’s gender-sensitive planning and women-led initiatives in Kenya, as models 
for integrating social and environmental goals. Her key message: embedding inclusive, gender-
responsive change management from the outset is not optional—it’s critical to making NBS effective, 
equitable, and resilient. 
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Discussion Panel  

Moderated by Laura Wendling, the panel discussion brought together all speakers for a dynamic, 
thought-provoking exchange. With skill and depth, Laura guided the conversation beyond surface-level 
analysis, connecting individual contributions into a cohesive narrative that illustrated the systemic 
importance of integrating gender into NbS. The panel explored persistent implementation gaps, the 
importance of inclusive data practices, and the need for cultural and institutional transformation. Each 
speaker reinforced that gender mainstreaming is not an optional add-on—it is essential to unlocking 
the full value of nature-based solutions in urban planning and sustainability. 

The panel collectively emphasised that integrating gender in NBS is not just a moral imperative but a 
practical necessity for effectiveness and sustainability. While policies exist, implementation still lags due 
to structural, cultural, and informational gaps. Tools like Gender Equality Plans, systemic change 
management, gender-disaggregated data, and inclusive methodologies are key to bridging this divide 
and making nature-based solutions work for all. 

 

Question: Can you give us some examples of recent EU measures that have really made a difference 
and had a rapid impact in career progression or innovation? 

Luisa Prista: Luisa outlined three key policy approaches: fixing the numbers (gender balance in teams), 
fixing institutions (structural transformation), and fixing knowledge (integrating gender into research 
content). She emphasised that  one quick impactful measure has been the requirement for Gender 
Equality Plans  in Horizon-funded institutions, which led to structural and cultural change, increased 
awareness, more gender-related research, higher innovation, and improved institutional productivity 
within just three years. 

 

Question: Why does a gap persist between EU gender equality policies and their implementation in NBS 
projects? 

Ana Kalin: Ana explained that while Gender Equality Plans are a good step, they are often treated as 
administrative requirements rather than transformative tools. She highlighted slow cultural change, 
subconscious bias, gender norms (especially in STEM), and a lack of ownership at the institutional level. 
She also pointed out that tools and practices often come from non-EU contexts and are not easily 
transferable. 

 

Question: How can data generated by NBS projects be used effectively for gender-sensitive analysis and 
decision-making? 

Viviane Japiassú Viana: Viviane emphasised the need to collect gender-disaggregated data from the 
beginning of projects and throughout all phases. Teams must be trained to understand its value, and 
women should be involved in data collection due to their strong community connections. 
Intersectionality (class, race, region) should also be considered. 

 

Question: Why is systemic change management important for the success of NBS, and how can it embed 
gender equity? 
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Anita Ds’Agnolo VaLLAN: Anita explained that systemic change management acts as a bridge between 
a solution and its long-term success. It focuses on both organiSational change (rules, structures) and 
people (behaviors, attitudes). If systems or people aren’t aligned with the solution, it will fail. Including 
gender and diversity from the start ensures that NBS are effective, relevant, and sustainable. 

 

Final Round: In one word, share one Key Message from Each Panelist 

• Anita: “Tools.” Practical methodologies are essential for implementing change. 

• Viviane: “Involve women from the start.” Ensure meaningful participation and share gender data 
with decision-makers. 

• Ana: “More research.” Evidence is crucial to prove the value and impact of gender 
mainstreaming. 

• Luisa: “Focus on how.” Use tested tools like stakeholder engagement and Water-Oriented Living 
Labs to ensure inclusive, impactful innovation. 

 

Take aways  

•  Gender Equality Plans are transformative tools—not bureaucratic checklists. When applied 
meaningfully, they lead to more innovative, inclusive, and productive institutions. Their 
adoption in Horizon-funded projects has already delivered measurable impacts within three 
years. 

• Implementation gaps remain, largely due to entrenched cultural norms, resistance to change, 
and viewing gender equity as secondary. These must be addressed through leadership, training, 
and continuous reinforcement of inclusive practices. 

• Data equity is foundational: Without collecting and analysing gender-disaggregated data from 
the outset, it’s impossible to identify blind spots or measure progress. Gender-sensitive 
monitoring must be integrated throughout the entire project cycle. 

• Systemic Change Management is a game-changer: Addressing both organisational structures 
and human behaviours is the only way to achieve long-term, sustainable transformation. 
Inclusive participation, representativeness, and ownership are essential. 

• Intersectionality matters: Gender does not operate in isolation. Class, race, geography, age, and 
other social factors shape how individuals experience urban environments and access NbS. 
Strategies must reflect this complexity. 

• Representation differs from Influence: Achieving gender balance on paper is not enough. Real 
inclusion means elevating diverse voices in leadership and decision-making, ensuring they 
shape outcomes—not just attend meetings. 
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ANNEX 4: NICE-MULTISOURCE CLUSTERING MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

  



 

 

H2020 NICE and MULTISOURCE CLUSTERING MEETING  

 “SC5-27-2020–Enhanced natural treatment solutions for water security and ecological quality 

in cities” 

25 June 2021 

Hosted via ZOOM, 9h30-12h30 Brussels time 

AGENDA 

 

09:30 – 09:35 Welcome and Aims of the meeting – Laura Palomo & Victoria Beaz, REA  

 

 

09:35 – 10:15 

 

Session I: Setting the scene  

15 mins brief presentation each + 5 min for Q&A 

1. Introduction to the NBS Taskforces & NBS community - NetworkNature 

welcome package – NetworkNature  

2. Policy overview & opportunities for feedback to policy– Julie Delcroix or Tiago 

Freitas, DG R&I   

 

10:15 – 10:45 

Session II: Getting to know H2020 NICE and MULTISOURCE sister projects 

15 mins each; overview of project objectives and main activities 

1. NICE: Innovative and enhanced Nature-based solutions for solutions for 

sustainable urban water cycle – Isaac Fernández, NICE Project Leader 

 

2. MULTISOURCE:  ModULar Tools for Integrating enhanced natural treatment 

SOlutions in URban water CyclEs – Jaime Nivala, MULTISOURCE Coordinator 

 

10:45 – 11:00  Short break  

11:00– 11:50 

 

 

Session III: Getting more familiar with H2020 NBS Cluster taskforces  

15 mins presentation followed by 10 mins discussion and Q&A for each block 

1. NBS Taskforces 1 & 2 presentations & Q&A (25mins) – Laura Palomo REA 

TF1: Data management and knowledge repository 

TF2: NBS Impact Evaluation  

2. NBS Taskforces 3, 4 & 6 presentations & Q&A (25mins) – Victoria Beaz REA 

TF3: Governance, business and financing models 

TF4: Communication 

TF6: Co-creation and Governance 
 



 

11.50 – 12.20 

Session IV: Future opportunities and potential next steps  

Final session to brainstorm on potential opportunities and next steps in the collaboration 

1. Other examples of joint activities (5mins) – Laura Palomo and Victoria Beaz REA 

2. Opportunities and ideas for NICE/MULTISOURCE collaboration (20 mins)– All  

3. Wrap-up of the meeting (5 mins) – Laura Palomo & Victoria Beaz, REA 

 

12:20 – 12:30  Buffer and End of meeting  

 

 

Notes:  
Please follow the below meeting instructions to guarantee meeting accessibility for all: 

 

 

Meeting Link: https://inrae-fr.zoom.us/j/92427689642 

 

Meeting ID: 924 2768 9642 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://inrae-fr.zoom.us/j/92427689642
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SOLUTIONS
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well-being
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green jobs

Sustainable urban  
transformation
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and governance

Biodiversity  
enhancement

Nature-based solutions (NBS) are inspired and supported by nature, they are  
cost-effective, simultaneously provide environmental, social and economic benefits 
and help build resilience; such solutions bring more, and more diverse, nature and 

natural features and processes into cities, landscapes and seascapes, through locally 
adapted, resource-efficient and systemic interventions. NBS must benefit  

biodiversity and support the delivery of a range of ecosystem services.
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TRANS-Lighthouses
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NETWORKNATURE+
Key knowledge broker and information resource  
fostering and strengthening the European  
nature-based solutions community. NN+ supports 
EU-funded R&I projects on NBS by offering  
collaboration opportunities and dissemination 
services.

European Biodiversity Partnership BIODIVERSA+
The Partnership aims to connect science, policy and 
practice for transformative change for biodiversity, 
including contribution to high-end knowledge for 
deploying NBS.

1.391 PARTNERS 

71 COUNTRIESEUR 665M
76 PROJECTS

Urban GreenUP  
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URBINAT
UGPplus
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INTERLACE
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RESONATE

research and 
innovation

EU-funded research and innovation projects tackle the climate  
and biodiversity crises implementing nature-based solutions  
in different environments.

(EC contribution)

* Project funded under the EU Missions  
  ‘Adaptation to Climate Change’ and ‘Climate-neutral and Smart Cities’.

http://www.connectingnature.eu
http://growgreenproject.eu
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101135476
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101135035
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101084341
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101081420
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
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NBS projects collaborate in different thematic Task 
Forces facilitated by NetworkNature+: TF1 Data 
management and knowledge repository, TF2 Impact 
evaluation framework, TF3 Business models and 
financial mechanisms, TF4 Communication, TF5  
Education, TF6 Co-creation and co-governance.
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@EUGreenResearch 

European Research Executive Agency

This visual features research  
and innovation projects managed by  
the European Research Executive Agency (REA) and 
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment 
Executive Agency (CINEA).

Would you like to find out more about 
nature-based solutions? Visit our website

* Project funded under the EU Mission  
  ‘Adaptation to Climate Change’.

https://www.dryver.eu/
https://ponderful.eu/
https://www.futuremares.eu/
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112836
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112731
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112876
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112781
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112859
https://www.operandum-project.eu
https://phusicos.eu
https://econutri-project.eu/
https://trans4num.eu/en/
https://naturaconnect.eu/
https://amber.international
https://project-merlin.eu/
http://www.merces-project.eu
https://rest-coast.eu/
https://www.marineplan.eu/
https://mpa-europe.eu/
https://forest-restoration.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112738
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112906
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101135410
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101135343
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112972
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101112737
http://www.reconect.eu
https://waterlands.eu/
http://www.ecoadvance.eu/
https://www.marinesabres.eu/
https://msp4bio.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101135492
https://twitter.com/EUgreenresearch
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment/nature-based-solutions_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
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The overall goal of MULTISOURCE is to, together with local, national, and international stakeholders, 
demonstrate a variety of about Enhanced Natural Treatment Solutions (ENTS) treating a wide range 
of urban waters and to develop innovative tools, methods, and business models that support citywide 
planning and long-term operations and maintenance of nature-based solutions for water treatment, 
storage, and reuse in urban areas worldwide. The project includes seven pilots treating a wide range 
of urban waters. Two individual municipalities (Girona, Spain; Oslo, Norway), two metropolitan 
municipalities (Lyon, France; Milan, Italy), and international partners in Brazil, Vietnam, and the USA 
will contribute to each of the main project activities: ENTS pilots, risk assessment, business models, 
technology selection, and the MULTISOURCE Planning Platform. The use of urban archetypes in the 
Planning Platform will enable users to quickly classify regions (in both developed or developing 
countries) suitable for the application of nature-based solutions for water treatment (NbSWT) and 
compare scenarios both with and without NbSWT.  

 

 


